From: Kenai Peninsula Borough [mailto:webmaster@borough.kenai.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2018 6:42 AM

To: BoroughAssembly <Borough-Assembly@kpb.us>

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Will Browning

Your Email: jenwill@alaska.net

Subject: Budget Shortfall
Message:
I still hear you talking about raising revenue for your operating budget.

We the taxpayers are telling you to cut, cut, cut. Alaska is in a recession, people are leaving the
state, good jobs are not being created yet you still cow-down to the Public Union Socialist
members. Cut Carts, Cut Tourism Money, Cut Economic Development money. Stop Collective
bargaining, reduce the amount given for the premium health care you are providing. Lets start
living like real people live. Nothing in the State Constitution requires Public servants to live
better than most people. | know you think you need to be nice but the world does not work like
that. Public Unions are not a company , they do not create wealth, they only steal it from the tax
payers. | am tired of their hearing the assembly talk only of raising revenue. The problem i see is
that some assembly members are past Public Union Employee Socialist. So the mind set leans
towards socialism. You seem to protect your comrades in stealing our money.

this in not France. Move there if you want to keep stealing our money, WE NEED TO LIVE

WAKE UP, GET TOUGH ON THE BUDGET.
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Madam Clerk:

I am submitting this e-mail for the 4/3/18 Assembly meeting, in support of my e-
comment opposing Ordinance 2018-12.

Dear Assembly Members:

Here is a mill rate history Mayor Navarre gave to the Assembly last year, when he
proposed that the Assembly raise the mill rate to 5.0 mills (rejected).

I used the word "historic low mill rate of 4.5 mills" in my e-comment. In the
Borough's 52 year history, the mill rate has for the great majority of time been
more than 5 mills. The mill rate has been 4.5 mills for the last 10 years, and the
Assembly has been using money from Borough savings (fund balance) to balance
the budget during those years of artificially low mill rates. Obviously, this can't
continue, but it is not fair to make residents balance the budget through increased
sales taxes, instead of raising the property tax mill rate to its typical rate (more
than 4.5 mills), and/or repealing expensive and unnecessary exemptions.

For example, raising the property tax mill rate to 5.0 mills (instead of increasing
sales taxes) would be a minimal increase for most taxpayers. On a $200,000
home, the Borough property taxes would go from $900 at 4.5 mills to $1000 at 5.0
mills, or $100 more. Yet I believe this mill rate increase would raise some millions
of dollars.

Please consider all potential revenue sources to balance the budget. Don't just
keep putting sales tax increases on the ballot every year -- the most unfair, unjust
way to raise government revenue. I'm pretty sure that the Borough electorate will
reject a sales tax increase in 2018, too.

P.S. In case you are thinking "it's easy for you to say, your home has a senior
exemption:" we own more property in the Borough than our home, and our home is
not entirely tax exempt because we live in Kenai.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.
Kristine A. Schmidt

513 Ash Avenue
Kenai, Alaska 99611









