


Rasor, Jessica

Subject: FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Support for the land purchase for Chapman School

From: Heather VanO

Sent: Sunday, November 10. 2024 11:42 PM

To: Turner, Michele :

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Support tor the land purchase for Chapman School

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing information. Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and were expecting the
communication.

To Whom it may Concern,

My name is Heather Van Ostrand and | live in Anchor Point. | would like to send a letter in support of the purchase of land adjacent
to Chapman School in order to expand the school.

I have two kids in Chapman School. The school has continued to grow enrollment for years and it is bursting at the seams. The
classrooms are all full as well as every storage closet, nook and cranny in the school. Two of the portables being used have serious
mold and ventilation problems and my oldest child would come home daily last year relating stories of rodents living underneath
them, heating issues, or safety hazards walking to and from them between classes.

The parking lot is small and even with expanding the parking lot and taking up playground space there isn’t enough room to safely
drop off and pick up children. It isn’t a matter of “if” someone is going to get hurt but “when.” Itis time that the school is expanded
and it would be unfortunate if the opportunity to purchase the adjacent land was not taken.

Anchor Point is a growing community and the climbing enrollment numbers reflect this. In order to have strong communities we
need strong schools. |sincerely hope that the Borough will purchase the adjacent land in order to support our school.

Heather Van Ostrand
PO Box 215
Anchor Point












11/10/2024

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly
144 North Binkley St

Soldotna, AK 99669

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly,

I'd like to submit this letter in support of purchasing land to expand Chapman School. I'm a taxpayer, | believe in
brainstorming options and searching for the most logical, cost-efficient path forward. Our community is growing
and school enroliment is climbing, which is wonderful but does present some growing pains. The opportunity to
acquire land adjoining the current school property uniquely provides the opportunity to utilize the current space,
address safety problems, and plan something better.

Student pick-up and drop-off have been an ongoing, twice daily traffic safety hazard for years. Purchasing this
property offers a relatively quick solution to a dangerous problem, and might even offer space for the high school
bus stop, which currently is completely off campus.

Student enroliment at Chapman continues to climb, and portable classrooms are an expensive, mediocre fix at best
as they do not include restrooms or even a sink. Students crammed into shared space without even the facilities to
wash hands in is pretty gross, and middle school science class without a sink is extra challenging.

Chapman School is in the “sweet spot” of a growing community with a small town feel, benefiting from an
extraordinary amount of volunteer involvement and community partnering. The parents, staff, and volunteers are
engaged, and that’s keeping the kids engaged. A huge percentage of students k-8 grade are involved in
extracurricular, largely volunteer-led, activities ranging from sports, chess club, basketball club, cheer, violin,
breakfast with buddies, 3D printing, and an ambitious trip to Yellowstone National Park. Volunteers raise money
with an annual carnival, our new booster club banner program and many other events. All this activity requires an
immense amount of staff flexibility, schedule juggling, and some pretty creative use of building space. In other
words, we’re doing our part to make our school the best it can be.

Bottom line, the community of Anchor Point supports Chapman School and | hope the assembly will too. The
current school leadership and climate are outstanding, the community support is remarkable, the opportunity to
purchase property right next door is rare. Chapman is the kind of school the Kenai Peninsula Borough wants to
have, lets fuel it.

Thank you,
Jeanette Shafer

(Parent Group member, Site Council Member, 3D printing elective volunteer, Soccer, basketball, cross country skiing
and track volunteer, swim lesson volunteer, field trip driver/volunteer, Yellowstone trip fundraising volunteer....)



