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From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 8:22 PM
To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department
Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk
Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Twyla G Mundy

Your Email: tmundy66@gmail.com

Subject: Full funding for education

Message:

Our teachers and students need to be supported to the maximum amount!!!

Public education should be our number one priority!!! Unfortunately our State legislature is being held hostage by our
misguided Governor!!!






Response to Borough Legal Department's Conflict of Interest Opinion

Date: May 14, 2025

NOTE: The views expressed in this document represent the personal opinion of the undersigned

and are not legal conclusions.

To: Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly and Mayor Peter Micciche

Subject: Response to Borough Legal Department's Conflict of Interest Opinion - Assembly Member

Voting on School Funding While Spouse Serves on Teachers' Union Executive Board

Dear Assembly Members and Mayor Micciche,

This letter serves as a formal response and counterargument to the May 13, 2025 memorandum
issued by the Borough Legal Department concerning conflict of interest standards for Assembly
members voting on school funding. Specifically, | believe the legal opinion underestimates the
severity and implications of an Assembly member voting on school funding while their spouse
actively serves on the executive board of the Kenai Peninsula Education Association (KPEA) during

contract negotiations.

1. Financial Benefit to the Household Is Not Attenuated

While the memorandum frames the Assembly's vote as an 'industry-wide' decision, the reality is that
increasing the school district's funding during contract negotiations directly strengthens the
negotiating position of the union'and, by extension, financially benefits the household of the
Assembly member in question. The public official's spouse holds a leadership role in advocating for

a 22% raise, and this creates a direct personal financial stake in the Assembly's funding decision.



2. Appearance of Impropriety and Public Trust

Even if the legal threshold for a statutory conflict isn't met, the appearance of self-dealing is
undeniable. Borough Code KPB 22.40.140 recognizes the importance of avoiding a 'serious
appearance of impropriety.' The public's trust in the Assembly erodes when decisions that affect tax

allocation appear to benefit members' own households.

3. Narrow, Non-Generalized Benefit

Legal's assertion that the member's spouse belongs to a 'large class of persons' is not applicable
when the individual in question is part of the union leadership negotiating the financial terms. This is
not a generalized benefit; it is a specific one. The leadership position distinguishes the spouse from

general employees and invali ites the ‘large class' exemption.

4. Funding Decisions Influence Negotiation Outcomes
The Assembly may not negotiate salaries directly, but its decision to fund 'to the cap' unequivocally
impacts what the district can offer. Increased funding gives the union leverage. This makes the

Assembly member's vote materially connected to his spouse's union efforts.

5. Legislative Intent Is Misapplied

No one disputes that district employees have the right to serve in elected office. The issue is voting
on financial matters where a direct or household financial interest exists. KPB Code clearly states
that such officials must recuse themselves from matters in which their household stands to benefit

financially.

Conclusion
Allov 1g s vote not only violates the spirit of the Borough's Code of Ethics but sets a dangerous

| 3cedent of accepting household-level conflicts as mere abstractions. | respectfully urge the



Assembly to revisit this issue, uphold ethical governance, and require recusal in this case.

Sincerely,

Richard Derkevorkian

Kenai, Alaska
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From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>

Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2025 3:34 PM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Mindy Hunter

Your Email: erik. mindy@gmail.com

Subject: Funding KPBSD to the cap

Message:

Every year inflation proofing the Base Student Allocation and forward funding is skipped over by our state government,
particularly by our current governor. This year is looking no better. Education is the most important asset to support that
will grow our economy in the future. | live in Homer, Alaska, and for 50 years | have lived in this beautiful state. | have

watched our government put our children last, over and over, and it shows. Please fund KPBSD to the cap, and support
our future.



From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2025 5:21 PM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Kristie Cotroneo

Your Email: kris8cotro@yahoo.com
Subject: Funding to the Cap
Message:

Please fund education to the cap!

Thanks!



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Your Name: Taryn Bryan

Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 6:00 PM
BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department
G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Email: Tbryan@kpbsd.k12.ak.us

Subject: Funding

Message:

Please fund education to the cap. Our students deserve the best we can offer.


















CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe
and were expecting the communication.

Dear Assembly Member Cox,

With your wife in a top position at KPEA, voting on school funding becomes a personal matter. | ask that you
respect the public process and step back from Tuesday’s vote.

Respectfully,

Megan Starr Maurer
Triton Alaska Inc.
907-350-3312

Please forward to all assembly members

Sent from my iPhone












From: Danielle Cooper <dmcooper907@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 12:24 AM

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER> Conflict of Interest

This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and
were expecting the communication.

PLEASE FORWARD TO ALL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS;

Mr. Cox,
I’'m asking you not to vote on the school funding issue due to your family’s direct involvement in union negotiations.
Whether intentional or not, it creates a breach in the public’s trust. Please do what’s right.

Thank you,
Cooper Family
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From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Saturday, May 17, 2025 11:35 AM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Therese

Your Email: thereselew@gmail.com
Subject: Funding Education
Message:

KPB Assembly Members,

After skimming over the comments on Resolution 2025-021 funding ed to cap, it's hard to believe it won't be. Virtually
everyone agrees it should.

And after reading Jake Dye's article on the draft budget proposal to lower property tax mil rate, | don't get it. Not fund
ed to cap and lower property tax?

| see a lot of brand new homes going up around Homer, | see public education funded to the cap.

Thank you all so much,
Therese Lewandowski






From: calvin w <calvinwilliams21@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 18, 2025 1:46 PM
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Please Preserve the Integrity of the Assembly



























From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 8:15 PM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Margaret Zerbinos
Your Email: mzerbinos@gmail.com
Subject: school budget

Message:

| support the funding to the cap for education in the 2026 borough budget. | support assembly member Johnson's
amendment to increase the borough's contribution to the KPBSD from $57,634,015 to $62, 359,080 for FY26.

I believe additional funding should be decided now and not wait. Waiting creates a hardship for staff in not knowing if
they will have a job this fall, or not. This could result in them leaving our school district. It also makes it difficult to plan
programs, and hire staff when a decision on the budget is postponed.

Thank you



From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 8:19 PM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Margaret Zerbinos
Your Email: mzerbinos@gmail.com
Subject: budget

Message:

I support the funding to the cap for education in the 2026 borough budget. | support assembly member Johnson's
amendment to increase the borough's contribution to the KPBSD from $57,634,015 to $62, 359,080 for FY26.

| believe additional funding should be decided now and not wait. Waiting creates a hardship for staff in not knowing if
they will have a job this fall, or not. This could result in them leaving our school district. It also makes it difficult to plan
programs, and hire staff when a decision on the budget is postponed.

Thank you



From: Dunne, William

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 9:17 PM

To: Turner, Michele

Subject: Please forward to Assembly members

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sherri Burt <sherriburt@yahoo.com>

Date: May 18, 2025 at 2:30:26 PM AKDT

To: "Dunne, William" <wdunne@kpb.us>, Elizabeth Diament <lizdiament@gmail.com>
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>SRSA input on .25 mill increase

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or
providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know
the content is safe and were expecting the communication.

I have been a resident of Seldovia since 1991, when | came to teach Susan B. English, and served as a
lifeguard for over 25 years now. Clearly, | love to swim and see the benefits of having our pool for all our
community members. | hope we can work toward a permanent solution to be able to keep it open (as
well as our school).

I have also served on the board at the SOCC, as well as having participated in a multitude of various
activities over all the years we have had it in our beautiful community and appreciate all the good it
provides in our diverse community.

Whatever, our communities wish, | hope both entities will be able to be utilized to the max that we can
provide in people power and finances.

Though I do not have an expensive property or high income, | will certainly donate equal to the 1.0 mill
rate that would help keep the pool going.

Thank you to all who are working for and researching for these difficult financial situations we find
ourselves in.

Sincerely,

Sherri Burt






Lisa Stanish

Facility Coordinator

Sea Otter Community Center
Seldovia, AK

907-234-4110

"Community is much more than belonging to something;
it's about doing something that makes belonging matter." -Brian Solis

<SRSA Pool Input (2).pdf>






Thereby decreasing the annual SRSA mill rate back to the current 0.75.

Thank you for tt  opportunity to comment.

Regards,

Tom Mortensen
907-229-7400












From: Dunne, William

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 9:22 PM
To: Turner, Michele
Subject: Please forward to Assembly members

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jon Goltz <jkgoltz@icloud.com>

Date: May 10, 2025 at 11:43:42 AM AKDT

To: lizdiament@gmail.com, "Dunne, William" <wdunne@kpb.us>
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Support for SRSA increase for pool

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or
providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know
the content is safe and were expecting the communication.

Liz and Willy -

| support increasing the Seldovia Recreational Service Area tax by 0.25 mils to make funds available for
the Seldovia swimming pool.

Jon Goltz
jkgoltz@icloud.com
907-632-4204

261 Airport Ave.
PO Box 101
Seldovia AK 99663



























I do not want to s¢  assets eliminated, and | hate to suggest cutting back Lisa's position, but at this time
until we know more about the pool funding options, this seems like something that is going to have to
be explored.

Thank you for listening to the community's wants and needs.
Jen Swick

397 Rocky St
Seldovia












From: Beth Mishler <bmishler12@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 8:55 AM

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER >Assembly member Tyson Cox

This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and
were expecting the communication.

You should NOT be voting on the school district budget....

Your Wife holds a leadership position in the very union that stands to benefit from increased schoo! funding. The KPEA
is negotiating for a 22% raise while the district faces a $17 million dollar deficit. if additional funds are approved, her
income, and by extension, your household income, could directly increase. That is a conflict of interest whether the
Borough wants to admit it or not.

When an elected official has a direct personal stake in the outcome of a vote, public trust is eroded.The Assembly's
refusal to address this issue does not make it go away. It only reinforces public frustration with government insiders
looking out for themselves.

Respectfully,
Elizabeth Mishier









..om:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Your Name: Kate Veh

Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 1:50 PM
BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department
G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Email: heyoyveh@gmail.com

Subject: Education

Message:

Hi KPB Assembly Members;
| just heard about the AK Legislature's override of the governor's education veto. Nicely done, AK Legislature!

| think they're still in the process of trying to solidify that veto. In any case, | urge anyone reading this letter to contact
folks who voted FOR the override and THANK them. Please ask them to make sure the veto goes all the way through to

the finalization so that education can be funded at the state level.

For the time being, please make sure KPB is doing all it can to support and fully fund education. I'm not sure what this
means during this AK Legislative process, but surely, you can make yourselves useful somehow.

For now, | will ask you to continue to "fund to the cap". Just keep the schools going. Keep them open. Keep everything
moving along. You get the idea.

Thank you for everything!

Sincerely,
Kate Veh
Soldotna, Alaska



From: Christiana Smith <klSbravotango@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 2:05 PM

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER> Citizen Comment for 5/20/25 Assembly Meeting

This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and
were expecting the communication.

Please forward my email to all assembly members.
Thank you

Good Afternoon Assembly Members,

| am writing to you today to express my concern over the Borough Mayor's budget proposal. While the budget looks
good overall and to many the lower mill rate would be a welcoming event | feel that the money that would have come in
from the mill rate staying the same could have benefited the Borough.

First, funding our school district to the cap could alleviate some of the stress that our schools are facing with a budget
shortfall. There is to be an increase to the BSA of $700 in HB57 which passed, but then vetoed by the Governor, and
today the votes were reached to override that veto. However, the Governor has made comments to his intentions of
line item vetoing that funding. The Seward Elementary School that my son attended 2012-2017 is not the same
elementary school that my daughter, 4th grader, is currently attending. They have lost a position to hire an art or music
teacher years ago, are looking at losing the Quest position, and after this coming year losing the counselor position.
When my son attended Seward Middle School the 6th graders were kept separate in their own cohort with 2 teachers. it
was this way for several years and many felt like it was a great way to transition their elementary aged children to
middle school. It recently, in the last few years, transitioned to core subject teachers teaching all grades, 6th - 8th, with a
few teachers being shared with the high school to make additional resources available. it is my understanding that the
additional few teachers will be cut and leaves only core subject teachers teaching in the middle school. A skeleton crew
and a substitute pool that is lacking in availability. | am concerned with this as my youngest will be a student of that
school in 2026. Five years ago, my family chose to homeschool my son for high school and if we hadn't then | don't know
if he would have graduated or had the same opportunities that he got through Connections. A few years ago the Seward
High School lost their art teacher midway through the school year and at the time of the budget conversation it was
unknown if that position would be available to hire for the upcoming school year. | was the parent who turned to the
Superintendent at the budget meeting at the Seward High School and asked if graduation requirements would be
changed to reflect the unavailability of art classes. | was told that was unlikely. | just found out today due to the
uncertainty of funding that the art teacher position has been cut. Again, | want to ask; will the graduation requirements
be changed to reflect the unavailability of art classes? | am pretty sure | know what the answer will be, but it just means
that we are literally letting our children fail. With the recommended cuts to our school district's distance education
department and middle college, what are the options for our brick and mortar students to meet graduation
requirements?

Second, our borough roads need attention. | do see in the proposed budget that there are continued gravel road
projects but do not see specifics for the Bear Creek area. | live on Stoney Creek Ave and | cannot remember the last time
there was new gravel put on the road. For the last few years, when the road is graded rocks softball size are pulled up
and left. Those who live on the road often move those rocks to the side as they walk up and down the road. The first half

1



of the road after the asphalt ends becomes pitted due to rain and it seems to get worse for no known reason. | hear
similar complaints from residents that reside in the Questa Woods subdivision.

Third, with a bit of additional money the lowest bidder would not have to be the one to win RFPs for Borough projects.
While | know there is a rubric and cost is just one of the factors, it often carries the largest weight for determining the
winner. Andrews and Sons just won a bid for the Upper Kewchak Sediment Management and Embankment
Maintenance. When hearing this | was concerned because of the complaints heard from residents in the Camelot
subdivision of the condition of the roads during the time that they were working in Salmon Creek. | have made my
concerns known with the Seward Flood Area manager, heard how this project will be managed and what was learned
from the Salmon Creek project. | am hopeful Stoney Creek Ave and other roads in Questa Woods will not see the same
fate.

| am sure there are many other areas in the Kenai Peninsula Borough that need additional projects and services which
having a little bit of a surplus could assist with. We are in unprecedented times where state and federal funding is not
being increased to match inflation or even being cut. I just can't see it being the right time to do the same.

Christiana Smith
907-362-4949






From: Jason Leslie <jklstudios@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 5:00 PM

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER> Funding to the Cap

This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and
were expecting the communication.

Please forward to all assembly members.

Dear Assembly Members,

My name is Jason Leslie. | am currently the art teacher at Seward High School. Yesterday | was officially informed that
my position has been cut due to budget uncertainty. | believe that at least a dozen other non-tenured teachers in the
school district were also informed yesterday that their employment was terminated due to funding shortfalls. Quite
honestly, | am exhausted from both pouring my soul into teaching art to our kids and simultaneously having to fight for
my job. But really, this is not about "my" job, it is about providing classes taught by qualified teachers for our students.
PLEASE FUND OUR SCHOOLS TO THE CAP. Failure to do so literally means providing fewer qualified, caring adults to
teach our students. This is not about "gutting the system” or "weeding out corruption," it is about taking care of our
kids.

Respectfully,

Jason Leslie



From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@kpb.us>
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 5:54 PM

To: BoroughAssembly; Mayor's Department

Cc: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Nicole Jensen

Your Email: nmariejensen@gmail.com
Subject: Funding Education to the Cap
Message:

Please, vote to fund KPBSD Schools to the cap. Children do not deserve to be a line item that is cut continually. | value
how our borough reasserts the importance of education. Now is the time that our schools need that support locally. My
husband and | have attended KPBSD school and are now raising our son here. We want our children to be educated in
the best schools in the state.

Additionally, f am concerned that there is talk of an issue for one of our assembly members voting on education. Tyson
Cox should absolutely vote on education. If we don't allow our representatives who support policies to vote on issues
that are deeply cared for, then the assembly would not be representing the people. Our community is small. it is not a
business that he owns that is being voted on. It is funding for a public institution that benefits our whole community.



