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Alaska DEC/Division of Environmental Health-Drinking Water Program 

Recommendations for General Construction Projects associated with, or near, a Public Water System (PWS) 

1. Identify on a legible map the location of existing public water system (PWS) drinking water protection areas (DWPA) for 
PWS sources (e.g. springs, wells, or surface water intakes) that intersect the boundary of the proposed project/permit area. 
The DWPAs can be found using the interactive web map application, “Alaska DEC Drinking Water Protection Areas”, located 
at http://dec.alaska.gov/das/GIS/apps.htm.  Basic instructions for using this web map can be found at 
http://dec.alaska.gov/eh/dw/DWP/protection_areas_map.html.  

2. Where the project/permit intersects a PWS DWPA, notify the PWS contact. PWS contact information can be obtained using 
the online application, Drinking Water Watch, http://dec.alaska.gov/DWW/, by entering the appropriate 6-digit PWS ID 
(e.g. 220025). 

3. Within the identified DWPA, control stormwater discharge. 

4. Within the identified DWPA, restrict project/permit activities that could significantly change the natural surface water 
drainage or groundwater gradient. 

5. All data related to the project/permit, including but not limited to, water quality results (field and lab), survey data, water 
levels, subsurface lithologic descriptions and depth, and groundwater flow direction and gradient information, should be 
made available to the permitting agency upon request.  

a. When associated with the development, construction, modification, or operation of a PWS, all water quality 
sampling and hydrologic data collection should be accomplished under the supervision of a qualified professional 
and follow a written sampling plan approved by the permitting entity. 

6. Limit the amount of equipment storage, maintenance and operation, and other potential sources of contamination, within 
the following DWPAs: 

a. Zone A DWPA (several-months-time-of-travel for contributing groundwater, or 1,000-foot buffer of the 
contributing surface water body and its immediate tributaries); 

b. Zone E DWPA (1,000-foot buffer of the contributing surface water body and its immediate tributaries for a source 
using groundwater under the direct influence of surface water (GWUDISW)); or 

c. Provisional DWPA (1,000-foot radius around a PWS source). 

7. Implement best management practices where equipment storage, maintenance and operation, or other potential sources 
of contamination are located within a PWS DWPA and that will minimize the potential for contamination to enter the water 
source used by a PWS. 

8. Immediately notify the nearby PWS of any identified potential contamination, such as spills or excess erosion.  

file://an-svrfile/DW_Storage/DWPP/Contaminant_Source_Management/General%20Construction/charley.palmer@alaska.gov
http://dec.alaska.gov/das/GIS/apps.htm
http://dec.alaska.gov/eh/dw/DWP/protection_areas_map.html
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