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CASE NO. 2026-01 

Chris R. Branch 
Parcel No(s): 17702064 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 12:00 p.m. 

Betty J. Glick Assembly Chambers, Borough Administration 

Building, 144 N. Binkley St., Soldotna 



144 North Binkley Street, Soldotna, AK 99669  |  (P) 907-714-2160  |  (F) 907-714-2388  |  www.kpb.us 

Office of the Borough Clerk 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION HEARING DATE 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 12:00 PM 

April 24, 2026 

Branch, Chris R. 

PO Box 2916 

Homer, AK 99603 

RE:  Parcel No(s): 17702064 

Type of Appeal: Residential Exemption 

Appellant: Branch, Chris R. 

HEARING DATE: The referenced appeal is scheduled to be heard by the Board of Equalization on 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 12:00 PM  

PLEASE NOTE: Hearing dates may change depending on the Board of Equalization’s 

schedule. If your hearing date is rescheduled, that will not change the evidence due 

date noted below. 

EVIDENCE DUE DATE: Pursuant to KPB 5.15.060(B) any evidence or documentation you intend 

to use during the hearing MUST be received by the Borough Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, May 5, 2026. Your evidence may be mailed, e-mailed, hand delivered or faxed. Late 

filed evidence will be denied.  

PRE-HEARING REQUESTS AND MOTIONS: Pursuant to KPB 5.15.060(C), any pre-hearing request 

or motion, except for a request for an extension of time under KPB 5.15.040, must be submitted to 

the Clerk in writing no later than seven business days before the scheduled hearing. The non-moving 

party will have three business days to respond to any request or motion filed with the Clerk. Any 

request or motion or response thereto must be accompanied by a certificate of service certifying 

that a true and correct copy of the filing was served on the other party to the appeal by electronic 

service if the party consents to email service, personal service, or U.S. mail delivery and provide the 

email or mailing address that was served. 

REMOTE PARTICIPATION REQUESTS: KPB 5.15.060(E) provides a party may appear by remote 

participation (via Zoom). The request must be received by the borough clerk no later than 15 days 

before the hearing.  

Michele Turner, MMC  

Borough Clerk 

micheleturner@kpb.us 
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2026

Exemption Appeal

Administrative Summary

OWNER: BRANCH CHRIS R APPLICATION PARCEL ID: 17702064

APPELLANT: BRANCH CHRIS R

TAX PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

T 6S R 13W SEC 17 SEWARD MERIDIAN  HM  0780029

VINEYARD ESTATES SUB LOT 4

PHYSICAL ADDRESSES AND / OR GENERAL

LOCATION:

1055 LATHAM AVE

HOMER, ALASKA

TOTAL ASSESSED VALUE: $59,200

EXEMPTION UNDER APPEAL:

75k Residential Exemption      $75,000

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY

Mr. Branch applied for the 2026 75k Residential Exemption and that was received by the department on February 2, 2026.

The application was reviewed and due to the applicant not having a PFD since 2023 and the structure having an override

value of zero, the application was denied. Mr. Branch responded to the denial by providing a written statement that he

did occupy the property. The exemption was initially approved on 2/17/26. On 2/27/26 the department received a phone

call from a concerned Homer resident. The public member expressed that the structure was not lived in, the windows

were blown out and they felt that the owner was getting exemptions fraudulently.  A physical inspection was scheduled

for the property.  That inspection took place on 3/2/26 and appraisal staff found the structure unoccupied, doors open,

windows broken and vehicles that appeared abandoned. When comparing the photos taken at this inspection with

photos of past inspections in 2011 and 2016, it appears the property is unoccupied. Based on this evidence, weighed with

the public report, the lack of a PFD and statements that the appellant made saying that he stays with his girlfriend or

sister from time to time, the exemption was denied on March 5th.  The denial letter, though dated with 2025 in error,

stated that the reason for denial was based on a physical inspection on March 2, 2026 and that he could appeal within 30

days, which he did.

KPB Code 5.13.035. - Exclusive use—Temporal use requirement.
(A) Individuals. Tax exemptions for property tax exemptions related to occupancy of the property and residency in the

borough, the applicant must occupy and use the property for at least 185 days per year.

5.13.120. - Residential real property tax exemption—Application requirements and criteria.
(C) Rebuttal presumption. If the owner of record occupied the property for less than 185 days during the previous year,

the assessor may presume that the property has not been occupied as the owner of record's primary residence and

permanent place of abode, The applicant may rebut this presumption by providing the assessor with satisfactory evidence

that the lack of occupancy was for personal or a dependent family member's medical care and that but for the absence

for medical care the applicant would have met the exemption criteria.

BOARD DECISION

APPROVED: DENIED:

ASG001
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Exemption Appeal

Subject Photos

KPB PARCEL ID: 17702064
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Exemption Appeal

Subject Photos

KPB PARCEL ID: 17702064
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144 North Binkley Street, Soldotna, AK 99669  | (P) 907-714-2230 |  www.kpb.us

Assessing Department

February 10, 2026

CHRIS R BRANCH
PO BOX 2916
HOMER AK 99603-2916

RE: 2026 $75k Residential Exemption
Parcel ID: 17702064
T 6S R 13W SEC 17 Seward Meridian  HM  0780029  VINEYARD ESTATES SUB LOT 4

Dear Property Owner,

The Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB) received an application for the 2026 $75k Residential Exemption. After review, it was 
determined that the person who completed the application does not meet the qualifications and the application is 
denied for one or more of the reasons listed below:

The applicant does not meet the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) eligibility requirements.

This is the final determination. If the APPLICANT disagrees, they may file an exemption appeal with the KPB Clerk’s Office
within thirty (30) days of the date of this notice, as allowed under KPB Code 5.15.020.

Sincerely,

Adeena Wilcox
Borough Assessor
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1055 LATHAM AVE $58,100

10/30/2007

TAG  20 - HOMER CITY 

0.7500 T 6S R 13W SEC 17 Seward Meridian  HM  0780029  VINEYARD ESTATES SUB LOT 4

Physical Address Certified Total Value Data as of:
05/04/26

Assessment Year
2025

OWNER INFORMATION

Document Number:

Deed Book / Page: ---

LOCATION / DESCRIPTION
Taxing Unit
Primary Address
Deeded Acreage Legal Desc.

PARCEL TYPE
Property Class Code 130 Residential Mobile Home

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

20070047000    

177-020-64
Parcel Number

PARCEL OVERVIEW

Transfer Date:

Owner Name Mailing Address Legal Party Role
BRANCH CHRIS R CHRIS R BRANCH

PO BOX 2916
HOMER AK 99603-2916

Owner

Inside City Limits:   YES
City:  HOMER

Certified Tax Year: 2024 2023 2022 2021

Certified Land Value 53,000 47,000 39,400 38,200

Certified Improvements Value 2,000 4,000 4,000 4,000

Certified Total Assessed Value 55,000 51,000 43,400 42,200

Certified Total Taxable Value 5,000 1,000 43,400 42,200

1055 LATHAM AVE

PUBLIC INFORMATION REPORT

Assessing Department
144 North Binkley Street, Soldotna, AK 99669  | (P) 907-714-2230 |  www.kpb.us

Assessing Department

ASG012
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