
From: Blankenship, Johni
To: Warner, Avery
Subject: FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Kenai Peninsula Borough Material Site Assembly Conditional Land Use
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 10:43:16 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: toni.swearingen@gmail.com <toni.swearingen@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 10:40 AM
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us>
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Kenai Peninsula Borough Material Site Assembly Conditional Land Use

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and
were expecting the communication.

To Assembly Clerk:
I would like at make a comment concerning the Conditional Land Permits, regarding Conditions and Procedures.
We own a house in Soldotna, 45037 Big Eddy Rd on the corner of Kobuk and Big Eddy roads. A huge gravel pit is
on two sides of our property. We would like to be assured that they will not be able to disturb our well water level or
they quality of our water. Currently we have very clear and delightful water.
We want make sure they can not disturb our well. Please include protection of Quality and Quantity to the land use
permits.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Toni Swearingen

Toni Swearingen
3201 Rosalind Loop
Anchorage, AK 99607
907-242-3367

mailto:JBlankenship@kpb.us
mailto:awarner@kpb.us


From: Blankenship, Johni
To: Warner, Avery
Subject: FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>2022-36 changes for material sites
Date: Monday, October 17, 2022 9:06:05 AM

Public comment
 
From: mamabear Roderick <ak_mamabear@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2022 7:37 AM
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us>
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>2022-36 changes for material sites
 
CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding
or providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender,
know the content is safe and were expecting the communication.
 
I am a small business owner in Anchor Point, Alaska. I have owned R/C Land Improvement since 1993.
Three years ago, my husband Marc Roderick was killed in a trucking accident, and I was forced to down-
size the business in order to keep my business running and for me to support my family. 
 I went from personal loss, to COVID, to the current struggling economy and now you want to force
changes in a short time frame.  
 
I have many concerns and questions regarding the proposed changes, here are a few:
 
Why are you not allowing the PEU status to transfer from landowner to landowner? This devalues my
assets and hurts my small businesses value. Do I get compensation?
 
It is not economically feasible for small business to be forced to work PEU pits every year. Could there is
a better solution?  Why not 3 or 5 years?
 
Are you going to pay for fixing my buffer zones? They were made according to the rules at the time.
 
Digging in water tables, now I would have to put in monitoring wells and pay surveyors and others for
services. The expense would put me out of business or make my prices so high customers will buy from
someone else. I feel like you’re trying to kill the small business operators and reduce the number of active
gravel pits. What percentage is KPB going to be paying for the monitoring wells?
 
Wording is vague and confusing, “to minimize”,” in the vicinity”….who then makes the call on what that
means? MSHA is already vague, and every inspector has their own opinion on what the regulations
mean. Please don’t make it worse. Clarify your statement in exact terms so there will be no disputes later.
This shouldn’t be left up for interpretation. 
 
If I understand correctly, the new changes will go into effect in a few years, for me that is not enough time,
I am in the middle of contracts with set prices. I don’t have the budget to switch to the new changes in just
a few years. Can we work on the timeline in which this will take effect?
 
Why would I need to pay for fixing public roads? Truckers are already taxed high, registration fees by the
state, 2290 taxes by the feds, isn’t that supposed to be for road repairs? Small business can’t be
expected to take on all the burden for public roads.
I do not support the changes. I do not support you changing my PEU status to a permit. 
 
Thank you for your time,
Shanna Roderick

mailto:JBlankenship@kpb.us
mailto:awarner@kpb.us


 owner of R/C Land Improvement
 



Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 10:38 AM 
Warner, Avery 

Subject: Fwd: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Gravel pit Ordinance 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Janet Simons <ibjanetsimons@gmail.com> 
Date: October 24, 2022 at 3:29 :34 AM AKDT 
To: G _Notify _AssemblyClerk <G _Notify_ AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Gravel pit Ordinance 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when 
responding or providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender, know the content is safe and were expecting the communication. 

Good morning! 

I strongly recommend that ALL gravel pit permits be reviewed every 5 years and 
the owner be required to justify it 's renewal and that the site location is suitable 
for a commercial business and compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood. It must be in full compliance with all applicable state and 
borough ordnance's concerning public safety,noise,operating hours,dust control 
and road maintenance on roads used to access the sight. They should also be in 
full compliance with OSHA and the EPA and ensure they do not effect ground 
water levels to adjacent properties. 

Thank you, 
Janet Simons 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 10:38 AM 
Warner, Avery 

Subject: Fwd: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Gravel Pit Ordnance Update 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: David Weber <weber@xyz.net> 
Date: October 24, 2022 at 5:55 :57 AM AKDT 
To: G _Notify_ AssemblyClerk <G _Notify _AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Gravel Pit Ordnance Update 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when 
responding or providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender, know the content is safe and were expecting the communication. 

Having lived in Upper Deitz Estates for 20 + years and having endured a active sand pit in our 
subdivision in past years I highly recommend that the borough adopt a plan that reviews all 
permits every 5 years and revokes permits that are not actively used and not in full compliance 
with all State,Borough, EPA and OSHA regulations . 

David Weber 
58875 Deitz Ln 
Homer Ak 99603 
907 299 2204 
Sent from my iPhone 
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October 21, 202 2 

Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Deborah Anderson 
41140 China Poot St 
Homer, AK 99603 

(414)335-9396 
paragondeb@gmail .com 

Re: Conditional Land Use Permits, Material Site Permits & Fees regarding Applications, Conditions, and Procedures 

The gravel pit at the top of our road is inactive and has been for at least 10 years well past the 365-day requirement . When 

the gravel pit was last active, we did not have as many houses in our subdivision as we do now (28 out of 40 lots); or as many 

children and grandchildren in the neighborhood either. We do not have a Borough maintained roads through our subdivision, 

they are owner maintained from road dues collected with matched grants from the Borough . If the gravel pit at the top of th e 

road would start operating again li ke it did back at the beginning stages of our subdivision, our road as we know it now would 

not survive the brutal abuse of the constant traffic of trucks all day, every day. Your notice of decision seems to be for 

property owners within 100 ft of pit operation, however, trucks impact every property owner in our subdivision (there is only 

one way in and out on our roads not ma intained by the Borough - China Poot St & Deitz Lane). I want to see clear and concise 

rules for how road groups on roads not maintained by the Borough would be able recover costs incurred from th e Gravel Pit, 

or would the Gravel Pit be responsible for the maintenance directly? If this gravel pit would reopen, is the current owner 

responsible for reclamation of past problems whether they were responsib le at the time of damage? 

I strongly recommend that ALL gravel pit permits be reviewed every 5 years and the owner be required to justify its renewa l 

and that the site location is suitable fo r a commercial business and compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. The 

location shou ld be in full complia nce with all applicable state and borough ordnance's concerning public safety, noise (gravel 

pit & trucking/J -braking), operating hou rs, use of rock crusher, dust control (in the gravel pit, trucking) and road maintenance 

on roads used to access the si te. They shou ld also be in full compliance with OSHA and the EPA and ensure they do not affect 

ground water levels/tables to adjacent properties. In our case, the gravel pit sits at the top of China Poot, above all the other 

lots, on a downward sloping hill . If they were to disrupt the water table by their operation, that would affect everyone 

downhill that has water rights . Please inform me of any future meeting on this subject! 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Anderson 
Property Owner 



Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 11 :44 AM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER> gravel pit rul es 

From: Dan Anderson <paragondan58@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2022 2:22 PM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>gravel pit rules 

CAUTION :This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

This note comes to you about how gravel pit rules and how they affect my neighborhood. I live on China Poot Street in 
Homer. At the top of China Poot Street a once operated gravel pit sits . When I bu ilt on my property 15 years ago, which 
is situated down hill from the pit, I remember loaded trucks rumbling down the road only to return empty to repeat over 
again. At the time I was building there were several lot's along the uphill road that weren't improved at the time, they 
since have had improvements on them. Our neighborhood has a very active road group that ma intains China Poot 
Street. This is accomplished with road dues and grant's. Several of the neighbors have equipment that jump in when a 
poor spot in the road appears, which isn 't very often any more as the neighborhood as a whole over time made China 
Poot Street a very good gravel road, with care, time and money. All the meetings/conversations about China Poot Street 
have borne fruit, in the way of a good road . Over the years several of the neighbors down hill from the pit have installed 
high tunnel greenhouses. Most use some sort of ground water collection system to water their greenhouses. Personally, 
we have filled long ago for our water rights, along with most if not all of the others. A few like myself have dug out 
holding ponds to retain water to supply our greenhouses, during the dry months. I even put in a cistern tank as backup. 
One of the fears is that, if the pit was to reactivate, the flow of the groundwater may be disrupted . 
With the aforementioned snapshot of our China Poot neighborhood while considering anything with the said pit at the 
top of our road . Also keep in focus the impact of heavy repeated loads on our road, the noise and dust it creates, and a 
posible disruption of the water flow that the greenhouses desperately rely on. Our personal greenhouse produces many 
meals of healthy vegetables and fruits . Not only for my family but for others that are less fortunate than our family . 
During harvest times we encourage several other families to come and pick what they can use, some I know for sure 
don 't have the capital to purchase these items in the store, or the time and means to grow thier own. Thank You Ahead 
of Time for taking time to read this and most importantly keeping the above in the discussion about any future decisions 

reguarding the gravel pit at the top of China Poot Street. 

Dan Anderson 
41140 China Poot Street 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(414)788-5197 
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From: curt wilcox <curtwilcox@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, October 22, 2022 11:52 AM 

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb .us> Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Gravel 

pit ordinance comments 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system . Please use caution when responding or 
providing information. Do not click on links or open attachments un less you recognize the sender, know 
the content is safe and were expecting the communication. 

To whom it concerns: 

I'd like to title this comment "My next door neighbor, a gravel pit." 

In the summer of 2019 the construction company QAP took possession of the old Cone gravel pit next 

door to my residence on Beaver Loop . The first activity to announce their presence was to dig up the 

buffer zone. The previous owner Chester Cone had left the buffer zone intact and QAP saw this as an 

opportun ity to mine some easy gravel. I alerted the city of Kenai to no avail. I have the correspondence 

via email available. 

Since there was no enforcement of the city code this gravel pit operator apparently thought anyth ing 

goes within the city and Borough of Kenai. They cleared the anadromous stream on their property and 

placed culverts to construct driveways to access the asphalt batch plant they didn't have a specia l use 

permit for. They hauled old asphalt from their road project and buried it with other debri s that has 

drainage into the Kenai River. I have photos of this al l and have contacted the city and borough on 

several occasions asking for enforcement to no avail. I thin K QAP was eventually fined $200 and had to 

plant some alders along the anadromous stream they cleared . I wou ld have thought operating an asphalt 

batch plant without a special use permit would have had some consequences. I would like to say to 

those proposing new gravel pit ordinances is there has to be enforcement of those ordinances or you'll 

get a neighbor just like mine. Mine seems to say we'l l do what we want and in our location anyway, we 

don't care about the Kena i River as well. 

Curt Wilcox 3329 Beaver Loop Rd, Kenai, AK 







CIRI 
October 24, 2022 

Johni Blankenship 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Clerk 
144 N. Binkley Street 
Soldotna, Alaska, 99669 

RE: Public Comment on Proposed Ordinance 2022-36 Amending KPB 
Chapter 21.25 and KPB Chapter 21.29 Regarding Conditional Use 
Permits and Material Site Permits 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRI) is writing to provide comments regarding Proposed 
Ordinance 2022-36 (PO 2022-36) which repeals and rewrites Kenai Peninsula 
Borough Code of Ordinances chapters 21.25 and 21.29 regarding conditional land 
use permits and material site permits. CIRI is an Alaska Native corporation which 
owns over 300,000 acres of land within the Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB), 
including a significant amount of sand and gravel resources. CIRI works with local 
sand and gravel operators to responsibly develop these resources, and currently 
has two active sand and gravel pits within the KPB. 

Many of CIRI's sand and gravel operators are small, local businesses which often 
implement a flexible business model that involves rotating between multiple sand 
and gravel pits based on project demand . Because each gravel site contains 
unique grades of material, operators need to be able to cycle between sites in 
order meet the specific demands of each project. Given this business model and 
the operators' need for flexibility, CIRI is concerned that the 365-day 
discontinuance period for prior existing uses contained in PO 2022-36 is too short . 
CIRI believes that PO 2022-36 should be amended to extend the discontinuance 
period to five years, which would match the length of a CLUP. 

CIRI understands and appreciates KPB's interest in updating its process for 
conditional land use and material site permits, as well as its efforts to ensure the 
implementation of appropriate environmental and monitoring requirements. 
However, to the extent that PO 2022-36 imposes additional regulatory and 
compliance costs on sand and gravel operations, that cost will be passed through 
to the end user of the resources. This will result in higher costs for construction 
projects within the KPB, including public projects like road construction and 
maintenance. In addition, an extended permitting timeline may impact the timely 
completion of projects that are already restricted by short construction windows. 

P.O. Box 93330, Anchorage, AK 99509-3330 • P: 907-274-8638 • F: 907-279-8836 • www.ciri.com 



Addressee 
Date 
Page 2 of 2 

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to provide comments on 
PO 2022-36. 

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. 

Suzanne Settle 
Vice President, Energy, Land and Resources 



October 23, 2022 

Upper Dietz Road Group 

41140 China Poot St ., Homer AK 99603 

Kenai Peninsula Borough 

assemblyclerk@kpb.us 

RE : 21.29.120 Proposed changes 

KPB Council & Staff, 

Thank you Kenai Peninsula Borough professionals, who are updating standards and practices across the 

Borough on many issues. This letter is addressing gravel pit permitting, monitoring, reclamation and all 

phases of Conditional Land Use Permits -CLUPs or over the counter permitting for gravel pits. 

Upper Dietz Road Group was formed by private land owners for the purpose of maintaining the roads in 

our neighborhood which are not Borough-maintained directly, but rather by using matching road grants 

to road groups funneled through, and administered by Kachemak City. Because we directly pay for our 

road maintenance and coordinate as neighbors to contract services, we see the impact that commercial 

use had on our roads. 

The history of our steep street includes a gravel pit operation at the top of China Poot Street that has 

not been operating for many years . When this gravel pit was in use, it created considerable disruption 

to the neighborhood which included, but was not limited to Jake Braking noise, operation noise, dust 

issues, child safety concerns and damage to our roads due to weight of the trucks up and down the 

road . We are also concerned about our water table and surface water issues that a gravel pit operation 

is in danger of creating. 

It seems that these are some of the issues being addressed by the current process to update KPB 

ordinances and rules . Please be sure to include concise language that requires all projects are in 

compliance with OSHA and EPA standards relating to protection of all water. Also protect all adjacent 

property individual landowner rights including noise and road damage concerns . CLUP's need to be re

evaluated every five years to be sure they are operating within standards and subject to new standards 

when appropriate. Reclamation is an important issue for thorough rules and oversight. 

Sincerely submitted by Upper Dietz Road Group, 

Kary Adkins 58835 Buds Ct 

Dan & Deborah Anderson 41140 China Poot St 

Eric & Tracie Brown 41145 China Poot St 
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Thomas Brown Home & Lot 

Jay & Amanda Cherok 58865 Deitz Ln 

Matt Dickerson 40852 China Poot St 

Mark Dickson & Ann Oberlitner 58987 Deitz Ln 

Mannfried Funk & Marcia Kuszmaul 40963 China Poot St 

Ty & Christie Gates 41102 China Poot St 

Jaime A. Hernandez & Rhema Smith 40656 China Poot St 

Judith James 40951 China Poot St. 

Ron & Sherry Johnson 40667 China Poot St 

Daniel & Susan La Plant 40941 China Poot St 

Anthony Maurer 40921 China Poot St 

Neil McArthur 58953 Deitz Ln 

Rodney & Sandee Mclay 40872 China Poot St 

Ka Mulky 40657 China Poot St 

Jackie Norvell 40989 China Poot St 

Ben Park & Mary Tricamo-Park 40944 China Poot St 

Sherman Peterson 40871 China Poot St 

Larry & Kathi Rappuhn 58850 Deitz Ln 

Dennis & Sandy Rollins 40670 China Poot St 

John & Cynthia Shankel Lot Owner 

Janet & Les Simons 41272 China Poot St 

Craig Sutphin 41089 China Poot St 

Burl & Kristen Tonga 58825 Deitz Ln 

Charlie & Beth Trowbridge 40710 China Poot St 

Dave & Melanie Webb 40762 China Poot St 

Dave & Maxine Weber 58875 Dietz Ln 
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Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 1 :20 PM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Re: proposed gravel pit ordnance changes 

From: Deborah Anderson <paragondeb@gmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 1:14 PM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Re: proposed gravel pit ordnance changes 

CAUTION :This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information . Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

paragondeb@gmail.com 

October 21, 2022 

Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Deborah Anderson 
41140 China Poot St 
Homer, AK 99603 

(414)335-9396 

Re: Conditional Land Use Permits, Material Site Permits & Fees regarding Applications, 

Conditions, and Procedures 

The gravel pit at the top of our road is inactive and has been for at least 10 years well 
past the 365-day requirement. When the gravel pit was last active, we did not have as 
many houses in our subdivision as we do now (28 out of 40 lots}; or as many ch ildren 
and grandchildren in the neighborhood either. We do not have a Borough maintained 
roads through our subdivision, they are owner maintained from road dues 
collected with matched grants from the Borough. If the gravel pit at the top of the road 
would start operating again like it did back at the beginning stages of our subdivision, 
our road as we know it now would not survive the brutal abuse of the constant traffic of 
trucks all day, every day. Your notice of decision seems to be for property owners within 
100 ft of pit operation, however, trucks impact every property owner in our 
subdivision (there is only one way in and out on our roads not maintained by the 
Borough - China Poot St & Deitz Lane} . I want to see clear and concise rules for how road 
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groups on roads not maintained by the Borough would be able recover costs incurred 
from the Gravel Pit, or would the Gravel Pit be responsible for the maintenance 
directly? If this gravel pit would reopen, is the current owner responsible for 
reclamation of past problems whether they were responsib le at the time of damage? 

I strongly recommend that ALL gravel pit permits be reviewed every 5 years and the 
owner be required to justify its renewal and that the site location is suitable for a 
commercial business and compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. The 
location should be in full compliance with all applicable state and borough ordnance's 
concerning public safety, noise (gravel pit & trucking/J-braking), operating hours, use of 
rock crusher, dust control (in the gravel pit, trucking) and road maintenance on roads 
used to access the site. They should also be in full compliance with OSHA and the EPA 
and ensure they do not affect ground water levels/ tables to adjacent properties. In our 
case, the gravel pit sits at the top of China Poot, above all the other lots, on a 
downward sloping hill. If they were to disrupt the water table by their operation, that 
would affect everyone downhill that has water rights. Please inform me of any future 
meeting on this subject! 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Anderson 
Property Owner 

Sent from Gma il Mobile 
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Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

-----Original Message-----

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 4:10 PM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Comment on gravel pit ordinance 

From: laura sievert <laurasievert@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 3:11 PM 
To : G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Comment on gravel pit ordinance 

CAUTION :This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or provid ing 
information . Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication. 

To the Assembly : 
Over the last year or so I have commented on and sent photo evidence of violations of existing gravel pit regulations 

in the Cone pit and Glen Martin's pit that abut my property on Beaver Loop. 
Before finalizing the ordinance currently being considered, I would urge you to go out and walk around those pits in 

order to see the need not only for regulations, but also for enforcement of those regulations . As I've stated before, the 
violations are both long term- dumped asphalt, kiddie pool oil catchers under leaking vehicles, junked equipment, etc, 
and also short term- such as removal of required buffer zones. That violation was done in a couple of hours and the city 
of Kenai could do nothing. 

I hope that you can craft an ordinance that prevents such activity. I would also propose that very large monetary 
bonds be posted before mining commences, and that the pits undergo periodic inspection by the Borough. 

Thank you . 

Laura Sievert 3329 Beaver Loop, Kenai 
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Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

-----Original Message-----

Blankenship, Johni 
Monday, October 24, 2022 5:01 PM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Public Comment on KPB Ordinance 2022-36 

From: Kaitlin Vadla <kaitlinvadla@gmail.com> 
Sent : Monday, October 24, 2022 4:55 PM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject : <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Public Comment on KPB Ordinance 2022-36 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

I support the introduction and further discussion of KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2022-36 : AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING KPB CHAPTER 21.25 AND KPB CHAPTER 21.29 REGARDING CONDITIONAL LAND USE PERMITS AND 
MATERIAL SITE PERMITS, UPDATING NOTICE, APPLICABILITY, PERMIT TYPES, APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS, STANDARDS 

AND PERMITS CONDITIONS. 

As chair of Soldotna's Planning and Zoning Commission, I have seen multiple conflicting land-use and property value 

issues over the years . The city's geographic purview is quite small compared to the borough's and we look to the 
assembly's discussion and passage of this ordinance as we seek to incorporate best practices when updating our 

municipal code regarding material site permits in the near future . 

I hope the borough retains measures in this ordinance that help level the playing field for all current and future 
entrepreneurs who wish to provide KPB residents with much needed materials like gravel. Currently, pits that have been 
allowed to operate under outdated rules have an unfair advantage. My hope is that this ordinance will retain these 

grandfathered pets ability to operate, while bringing them gradually into compliance with at least the bare minimum 

safety and environmental standards. 

Kaitlin Vadla 

Clam Gulch 
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Name 

Joshua Ross 

Email Address 

rocky@legacyak.net 

Subject 

02022-36 

Message 

Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Material Site Subcommittee 

Public Comment Submitted 2022-10-24 22:34:55 

Based on a quick review of who is in favor of and who is opposed to this ordinance, I will be sending 
in a letter in opposition of proposed changes . 

I believe these changes are unnecessary, don't solve any issues (if there are any) and will 
dramatically increase aggregate costs on the southern peninsula . Rarely is more government 
involvement the best answer to any issue. Should issues with the current ordinance/permitting 
process exist, at a minimum, the assembly must seek professional input from local aggregate 
handling businesses. 

Increasing costs associated with handling aggregates WILL eliminate many smaller businesses , 
make land development more difficult and expensive, and further increase building expenses for 
homeowners and builders alike. The trickle down impacts of increasing cost of litteral foundations 
are impossible to estimate. 



Good evening. 

My name is Dan DeRaeve. I am the owner and President of Peninsula Sand & Gravel. We have a PEU 

gravel pit a couple miles east of Sterling. 

First of all I'd like to say that I feel for the people in Anchor Point that have the problem with their home 

sites. I think they may have a legitimate complaint and if so, I hope they get their issues resolved. 

On the other hand I don't understand why the assembly is considering lumping all gravel pits together 

and taking away our PEU status. It seems that because of a few isolated incidents and bad actors a great 

many will suffer. It makes more sense to me to deal with the individual problems and leave the pit 

owners that are not involved out of it. 

I am also concerned about the water table restrictions. This greatly reduces the gravel resources for pit 

owners and in some cases will put some smaller pit owners out of business. For the others it will drive 

the cost of operations up substantially and ultimately drive the cost of gravel up. As gravel pit owners, 

we cannot shoulder the burden of the cost of the added restrictions. All we can do is raise the cost of 

our products which will affect everyone. Everyone uses the material that comes out of these gravel pits 

in one form or another. Whether it be gravel, sand, concrete, brick, and block for our homes or 

pavement, concrete and many forms of gravel products for our roads, bridges, buildings and airports. 

So I am asking the KPB assembly members to carefully consider these things before you make your 

decisions. I thank you for your time and considerations. 

Sincerely, 

Dan DeRaeve 



Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 8:49 AM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>public hearing Oct 25,2022 for Conditional Land Permits 

From: Steve Ruther <Steve.Ruther@outlook.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 5:51 PM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>public hearing Oct 25,2022 for Conditional Land Permits 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information. Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

We have received notice that we may comment on proposed amendments to Conditional Land Use Permits as we are a 
land owner within 2,640 feet of an existing material site . It is most disruptive to our business when trucks hauling gravel 
or other such material drive by our location and use their gears to slow down for the stop light at East Poppy Lane and 
Kalifornsky Beach Road. By downshifting in this manner their trucks emit a loud rumbling engine noise that can actually 
interrupt normal personal and phone conversations in our office. We would appreciate an advisory that all trucks within 
business or residential area be forbidden to create this noise pollution . 

Thank you, 

Steve & Karen Rutherford 

FLOOR-EVER, INC. 
47201 EAST POPPY LANE 
SOLDOTNA,AK99669 
907-260-9270 office 
907-953-9270 cell 



Name 

Mark Tornai 

Email Address 

mdtornai@gmail.com 

Subject 

Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Material Site Subcommittee 

Public Comment Submitted 2022-10-24 17:31 :32 

Amendments to material site ordinance 

Message 

The Counter Permit should remain no more than 2.5 acre size and retain a new language 
concerning a 2 year time with one 12 month extension. 

Justification: To allow a material site greater than 2.5 acres would have multiple negative impacts to 
the properties in the vicinity. Without any prior public input, this change is irresponsible and will be a 
great disservice to the residents of the borough. Also, it would riot be in accordance with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 



Warner, Avery 

From: Blankenship, Johni 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, October 25, 2022 9:50 AM 
Warner, Avery 

Subject: FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>02022-36 Material site Permitting 

From: Douglas B Schade <dougschade50@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 9:10 AM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>02022-36 Material site Permitting 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information . Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

To the Mayor, President and Members of the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

RE: Opposition to Proposed Ordinance 2022-36 

In regard to the upcoming ordinance 02022-36, I believe this ordinance if in acted is going to cause the general public undo 
(significant) harm. As Stated in the Memorandum from the Planning Director Robert Ruffner: (especially dimensional or durational 
descriptions like the 365-day period for the prior-existing use abandonment are intended to act as "springboards" for the Assembly) In 
effects this gives the KPB the right to cancel the PEU permits. 

By doing so the cost for new homes, upgrading roads and current roads are going to skyrocket. When you take the little "guy" out of 
the system and only allow the big producers with the capital to conform with the new requirements, you are limiting competing, and 
the remaining operator will need to pass the cost on to the customer. For an example: In 2011 the cost for gravel delivered in the 
Homer area was around $105.00 for 10 yards. This summer (2022) the same load, from the same pit, was around $225 .00, an increase 
way above the standard cost of living increases. On average, the current cost of a new home start is going to run around $30,000 to 
$50,000 for the driveway, sewer and foundation. The new ordinance can be expected to increase a new home start by at least 
30%. That is a increase of$9,000.00 to $15 ,000.00 per home start. It also stands to reason that this ordinance wi ll increase the cost to 
build and maintain our current and new road system, but by how much is really undetermined at this time. 

I understand the assembly is responding to complaints from the general public about the noise and dust of the pits, many of which 
have been in use for years. However, it should be noted that due to the increased need of housing, many of these people bought in 
subdivisions which had been built around the gravel source; largely in order to keep the cost down. The new homeowners are now 
complaining that the gravel pit is disturbing them, but they were able to afford the new home because of the gravel pit. There are 
better ways for the KPB and its citizens to work on being better neighbors, without the significant economic costs. 

Please remember these operators have been keeping the PEU pits in operation, which gives a constant supply of affordable gravel to 
the general public. In these difficult economic times, where people are struggling to make ends meet, this is not a prudent measure. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Douglas B Schade 
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34705 Lusky Rd 

Homer Ak 99603 

907-235-8939 

907-399-8734 

Sent from Mail for Windows 
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Warner, Avery 

From: Blankenship, Johni 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, October 25, 2022 10:14 AM 
Warner, Avery 

Subject: FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Proposed Ordinance 2022-36 

From: Natasha Schade <schade@horizonsatellite.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 10:12 AM 

To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 

Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Proposed Ordinance 2022-36 

CAUTION :This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 

information . Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 

were expecting the communication . 

To the Mayor, President and Members of the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

RE: Opposition to Proposed Ordinance 2022-36 

In regard to the upcoming ordinance 02022-36, this ordinance if enacted will cause the general public substantial undo economic 
harm. As Stated in the Memorandum from the Planning Director Robert Ruffner: (especially dimensional or durational descriptions 
like the 365-day period for the prior-existing use abandonment are intended to act as "springboards" for the Assembly) In effects this 
gives the KPB the right to cancel the PEU permits. 

By doing so the cost for new homes, upgrading current roads and development of new roads will skyrocket, thus effecting small 
business and consumer alike. Even to the point of forcing smaller businesses out of the market. When you take the little "guy" out of 
the system and only allow the big producers with the capital to conform with the new requirements, you are limiting competition, and 
the remaining operator will need to pass the cost on to the customer. For an example: In 2011 the cost for gravel delivered in the 
Homer area was around $105.00 for 10 yards. This summer (2022) the same load, from the same pit, was around $225.00, an increase 
way above the standard cost of living increases. On average, the current cost of a new driveway, sewer, and foundation will run 
approximately $30,000 to $50,000. The new ordinance can be expected to increase a that same work by at least 30%. That is an 
increase of $9,000.00 to $15,000.00 per home start, just for the groundwork. It also stands to reason that this ordinance will increase 
the cost to build and maintain our current and road system, but by how much is really undetermined at this time. 

From my understanding, the assembly is responding to complaints from the general public about the noise and dust of the pits, many 
of which have been in use for years and even decades prior to the public encroachment. It should be noted that due to the increased 
demand and cost of housing, many people purchased in subdivisions and built around these gravel sources in order to keep their own 
purchase and build costs down. The new homeowners are now complaining that the gravel pit is disturbing them. However, it is 
because of that gravel pit, they were able to afford the land and new home. There are better ways for the KPB and its citizens to work 
on being better neighbors without the significant economic costs that will result from this proposed ordinance. 

Please remember these operators have been keeping the PEU pits in operation, which gives a constant supply of affordable gravel to 
the general public. In these difficult economic times, when people are struggling to make ends meet, this is not a prudent measure. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Natasha Schade 
34705 Lusky Rd. 
Homer, AK 99603 
(907)235-2695 
(907)399-1065 
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Warner, Avery 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Blankenship, Johni 
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 11 :11 AM 
Warner, Avery 
FW: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Materials Site Assembly Public Comment for 10/25/22 
Meeting: Please forward for reading at tonight's meeting 

From: ullr 907 <ullr907@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 10:53 AM 
To: G_Notify_AssemblyClerk <G_Notify_AssemblyClerk@kpb.us> 
Subject: <EXTERNAL-SENDER>Materials Site Assembly Public Comment for 10/25/22 Meeting: Please forward for 
reading at tonight's meeting 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the KPB system. Please use caution when responding or providing 
information . Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, know the content is safe and 
were expecting the communication . 

To the Kenai Borough Materials Site Subcommittee: 

My name is Daniel Hawksworth. I am a permanent resident of Hope, Alaska and have resided near 
the KPB Materials Site adjacent to the Hope Airstrip for over 20 years. 

For the entire duration of my residency here, the KPB has allowed flagrant and continuous violations 
of it's permitted use agreement with one particular contractor, AG & Building Supply, Owned by 
Robert Davidson of Hope, Alaska. 

I have submitted volumes of documentation over the years to Julie Dennison at the Land 
Management division of the KPB. Julie has been a champion of perpetually attempting to bring this 
contractor into compliance, but unfortunately, a lack of funding and resources means there are no 
"teeth" so to speak, to enforce permit agreements and violations of the terms of use agreements 
made with the KPB to operate at this site. 

A great example of this would be the numerous pieces of dilapidated heavy equipment like bulldozers 
that have been allowed to occupy this Materials Site as a personal equipment storage space for AG & 
Building Supply. Despite not being used or relating to any permitted work, these relics have and 
continue to leak copious amounts of oils directly onto the ground without any attempt to contain them 
at whatever location within the Materials Site the contractor chooses to park them. 

Another example would be the same contractor, AG & Building Supply, routinely operating in violation 
of the permit agreement, the posted regulations and standards the KPB requires to operate on the 
site as well as Alaska OSHA and M-SHAW regulations regarding slope angle and benching of 
excavation work. Vertical excavation is not allowed, yet the contractor repeatedly engages in such 
unsafe practices without penalty. It is only after repeated requests are made to the KPB, and even 
then, very infrequently, is the contractor required to restore the excavated slope into compliance with 
regulations. A 30 foot vertical fall hazard without any attempt to delineate the area is simply gross 
negligence and carelessness by the part of the contractor. 
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The Land Management division clearly lacks the resources needed to oversee the proper operating 
procedures of it's permitted users. So similarly, we see a lack of resources to correct other site related 
issues. And I am only speaking to one site, so i imagine this to be quite a common and widespread 
issue on the Kenai Peninsula. 

No enforcement of site hours of operation. No enforcement of improper activities on the site such as 
camping or target shooting. No attempts to maintain or replace signage around the site. No gates or 
securing of access of the site. No enforcement of dumping of prohibited materials. No method of 
accurately reporting the amount of materials being removed from the site. These are all issues I 
routinely witness at the Hope Materials Site. 

To the Subcommittee, I ask you to please listen to what KPB residents that live near your Materials 
Sites are telling you. I ask you to please take actions that will allow for and fund the enforcement of 
Site Use Agreement violations. I ask you to take actions that have consequence to the violator. I ask 
that you take actions that show you acknowledge the concerns of neighbors of these Materials Sites, 
such as noise, hours of operation, dust control, unauthorized usage such as shooting, partying, and 
driving of off road vehicles. I ask you to limit access to all of the Materials Sites after hours by the use 
of locking gates, I ask you to hold contractors accountable for repeated bad behavior at these 
Materials Sites by terminating permits and contractual agreements (ie for road maintenance 
contracts) and not entering into any future agreements with repeat Site violators. 

As the saying goes, KPB Materials Site Subcommittee members, it's time to grow a pair. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Hawksworth 
Hope, AK 
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