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CITY OF SOLDOTNA 
RESOLUTION 2022-057 

 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING A LOCAL ECONOMIC DISASTER FOR 2021 AND 2022 AND 
REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ALASKA DECLARE AN ECONOMIC 

DISASTER FOR 2021 AND 2022 FOR THE UPPER COOK INLET EAST SIDE SET NET 
FISHERY AND SUPPORTING A RECOVERY PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, in the past two years restrictions imposed on the Upper Cook Inlet (“UCI”) East Side 
Set Net (“ESSN”) fishery have meant less fishing time was allowed than was stipulated in the 
sockeye salmon management plans; and 

WHEREAS, in 2021 the total run of sockeye salmon to UCI was approximately 5.7 million fish; 
and 

WHEREAS, in 2021 the total ESSN fishery sockeye salmon harvest was 407,007 fish, the total 
harvest was 56% less than the previous 10-year average (excluding 2012) for the Kasilof section 
and 47% less for the Kenai and East Foreland Sections, according an April 2022 report published 
by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (“ADF&G”), Division of Commercial Fisheries; and 

WHEREAS, the average ESSN harvest for the 10-year period from 2012-2021 is compared to 
the 2022 harvest in the following table 
 

Specie 2012 – 2021 2022 

Chinook 3,202 341 
Sockeye 683,082 104,678 
Coho 8,665 28 
Pink 64,589 317 
Chum 544 8 

; and 

WHEREAS, the Upper Cook Inlet ESSN fishery estimated 2021 gross exvessel was $3,421,857, 
approximately 63% less than the 5-year average of $9,063,869, resulting in a $5,642,012 loss to 
fishery; and 

WHEREAS, the Upper Cook Inlet ESSN fishery estimated 2022 gross exvessel was $958,284 
approximately 90% less than the 5-year average of $9,063,869 resulting in a $8,105,584 loss to 
the fishery; and 

WHEREAS, the Upper Cook Inlet ESSN is a unique Alaska fishery, 86% of the participants are 
Alaskan residents 80% of which are Kenai Peninsula Borough residents; and 

WHEREAS, applying a 6x multiplier effect, the losses to the Kenai Peninsula Borough economy 
where 80% of ESSN participants are Borough residents could potentially be in the range of $65 
million; and 
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 Yes: Hutchings, Ruffridge, Carey, Chilson, Parker 
 No: None 
 Absent: Nelson 
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