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MEMORANDUM a

“TO: Brent Johnson Assembly Pres1dent :
: - Members Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly

FROM: . . Bill Elam Assembly Member: )%
o .+ Cindy: Ecklund Assembly Member e

DATE: - '-March2 2023

- SUBJEC.T : Resolutlon 2023- 0% Request1ng Alaska State Legrslature Hearmgs Regardmg” _
: - - Grand Jur1es Mechanlsms to Protect the Independence of the Investigative Grand - -

: Applrcable to Grand Junes that were Adopted by the Alaska Supreme Court (Elam =
a -Ecklund) ' '

Over the past six months of regular meetrngs the Assembly has frequently heard frOm the publ1c B |
- regarding concemns of interference with the grand jury process and authority for 1nvest1gat1ngg

. public welfare or safety concerns.' A specific concern articulated by Mr. David Haeg during a - . a

. presentation to the Assembly on February 21, 2023, is that recént.changes to the Alaska Criminal = -
" .. Rules of Court seem to conflict with Article l Section 8 of the Constitution of the State of Alaska -
which states: “The power of grand juries to investigate and make recommendatlons concemmg the .
.. public welfare or safety shall never be suspended” ’ o S

- Constltuents have ra1sed issues of publrc concern , and it should be incumbent on the'Alaska State o
. Legislature to fulﬁll its: oversrght funct1on and hold 1nvest1gat1ons or hearmgs to gather evrdence

: -w1th1n the oversight’ funct10n of the Alaska State Leg1slature pursuant to Artrcle 2 Sectlon 20, .
- _Artrcle 4, Sect1on 12 and Artrcle 4 ‘Section 15 of the Alaska Const1tut10n

o -Pubho trust inthe Alaska Court System is paramount to uphold1ng the rule of law Allegat1ons of -

- bias, misfeasance, and even systemic corruption should be investigated. The- Alaska State -

Legislature is the proper body to find a solution to the concern that the State is not lrvmg up to the - .
~ mandates and protect1ons found in the Const1tut10n of the State of Alaska :

- , Your consrderatron 1s apprecrated.,



