
Name of Applicant : Martin Thomas Anderson 

Why did you apply? 

I served on the Kenai Peninsula School board for 15 years. It was rewarding solving issues 

and giving back to my community. After helping so many years with education, I believe 

my buisness and goverment experience can assist in achieving healthy growth in our Borough. 

Have you been attending Assembly meetings now or in the past year? 

I have attended aproximatly 25 assembly meetings since 2002, most while serving on the 

School Board . The last meeting I attended was online in 2021 . I follow the work of the Board 

closely and haw it affects my familiy, friends and myself 

Are you familiar with issues that the Assembly is dealing with? 

The cost of living increases to rise on the Peninsula Housing is a major problem It is very 
For young to build or purchase a house in the current markets. If our youth can not 
establish a quality of life, they will leave. We must also diversify our economic future . 

In your opinion, what is the #1 issue/challenge facing the borough and how do you propose solving it? 

My personal believe is that balance the way of life on the Peninsula with responsible 
growth is the most important issue. We must protect our way of life on the Kenai Peninsula 

But we must also have good paying jobs to keep our youth. Cost of living is another 
concern . We need to attract more industry, tax incentives for builders and more housing . 

How have you prepared to serve as an assembly member? 

I have researched many articles on the internet and spoke with many of my neighbors 
regarding thier concerns . I believe my 24 years of state and borough service has 

prepared to this postion and serving on a total of 7 boards, local and international. 

Would you describe a situation or incident where you needed to resolve some kind of conflict and how 

you went about it? 

I was aware af secia11s q11ality iss11es which ces11lted in a massive leak an the North Slape. 
As the quality manager, I worked with internal deparments to raise the issues to top managment 

working with state and federal entities to assure remidation and mitigation 



1. Declining Salmon Populations and Fisheries Management 

• The Kenai River and surrounding waters have faced challenges with king salmon 

conservation 

• This affects both commercial fishing operations and sportfishing tourism 

• There have been increasing conflicts between different user groups (commercial, sport, 

and subsistence fishing) 

2. Economic Diversification Challenges 

• Historical dependence on oil/gas industry and commercial fishing 

• Need to develop other economic sectors, particularly with changes in Alaska's energy 

industry 

• Tourism development and management, especially with increasing cruise ship traffic 

3. Infrastructure and Public Services 

• Aging infrastructure in some communities 

• Road maintenance challenges, particularly in remote areas 

• Healthcare access issues in rural parts of the borough 

• Need for improved emergency services coverage 

4. Environmental and Climate Concerns 

• Increasing wildfire risks 

• Coastal erosion in some areas 

• Changes in local ecosystems affecting both wildlife and human activities 

• Spruce bark beetle infestations affecting forest health 

5. Demographic Changes 

• Aging population 

• Challenges retaining younger residents 

• Need for workforce development in key industries 


