Blankenship, Johni

From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@borough.kenai.ak.us>
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 5:47 PM

To: BoroughAssembly

Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Catherine Cassidy

Your Email: carkl@att.net

Subject: Invocation

Message:

| am another one of the many, many Borough residents who would appreciate the Assembly removing the pre-
meeting invocations. Obviously it is controversial, that is why prayers have no business as a part of government
business. Assembly members are free to meet their spiritual needs on their time. | object to having my Borough

tax money spent on defending unconstitutional government-sponsored prayer.

Thank you for your consideration.



Overall Sentiment

Heidi Chay

Location:

Submitted At: 6:44pm 02-14-17

Dear Assembly Members: Please support the introduction of Ordinance 2017-02 by Willy Dunne. As a baptized
Christian, | agree with Mr. Dunne and the many Borough residents who have testified that the Borough should not
be wasting money on an indefensible lawsuit that, even if won, would not protect the religious freedoms we
cherish. | encourage you to pray at home, bring your heartfelt values and those of your constituents to quality
deliberation of Borough business, but please do not allow your personal religious beliefs to divide us.

Wayne Aderhold
Location:
Submitted At: 6:22pm 02-14-17

| have resided in the Kenai Borough since 1977, received 12 years of excellent Catholic education, am not
currently a member of any established church but consider myself highly religious. My opinions are formed
through my own experiences and free will. The implications and statements by some members of this Assembly
and public that opposition to the current policy is generated by “outside” influence is both insulting and wrong. In
fact, the opposite is true — this policy has driven me to join the ACLU as a matter of conscience.

| believe the current policy is being driven by unfounded fear by some well-meaning individuals as well as others
who President Andrew Jackson kindly termed “religious enthusiasts”. | also believe there is significant confusion
between “church” and “religion”. The prime motive behind the 1st Amendment (U.S.) with respect to religion was
protection of the church from the State. | don’t know of any effort by the State to take over the pulpit of any church
in the U.S. On the other hand, there have been repeated attempts to force the pulpit into government.

We do have a “public religion” in this country. Religion is infused in our constitution in the form of basic fairness
and human decency. The founding fathers consciously avoided any sectarian influence and established a secular
form of government, which does not mean the absence of religion. Consider some excerpts from Robert
Ingersoll’'s 1887 essay on the secular creed:

“Secularism is the religion of humanity; it embraces the affairs of this world; it is interested in everything that
touches the welfare of a sentient being; it advocates attention to the particular planet in which we happen to live;
it means that each individual counts for something; ..... it means that the pew is superior to the pulpit, that those
who bear the burdens shall have the profits and they who fill the purse shall hold the strings. It is a protest against
theological oppression, against ecclesiastical tyranny;,...

... Secularism means food and fireside, roof and raiment, reasonable work and reasonable leisure, the cultivation
of tastes, the acquisition of knowledge, the enjoyment of the arts, and it promises for the human race comfort,
independence, intelligence, and above all liberty. It means the abolition of sectarian feuds, of theological hatreds.
Secularism is a religion, a religion that is understood. “

| respectfully request you see the light in Ordinance 2017-02, adopt it, and end the divisiveness and strife. We
need to move forward as a united Borough.
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From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@borough.kenai.ak.us>
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 8:02 PM
To: BoroughAssembly
Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: H S Norwood
Your Email: rohobawr@alaska.net
Subject: Eliminating Invocation

Message:

Please add the following names to the list to ELIMINATE Invocation ... in lieu of returning it to the format that
will not result in a law suit ... because we are VERY ANGRY that our taxes continue to go up without any
explanation or increase of services ... and yet the Borough Assembly sets aside $75 K for a lawsuit. Here's
hoping the assembly gets back to business of roads and schools in 2017!

Clifford R Norwood
HS Norwood
Nikiski
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From: Kenai Peninsula Borough <webmaster@borough kenai.ak.us>
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 12:51 AM
To: BoroughAssembly
Subject: New Public Comment to Assembly Members

Your Name: Daniel Dykema

Your Email: ddykema@hotmail.com
Subject: Meeting invocations
Message:

I'd like the assembly to know I support giving religious invocations at meetings. This is a great tradition for the
assembly to invite people to give these irreguardless of which religion.

Thank you






