Introduced by: Dunne

Date: 04/04/17
Action: Failed to Adopt
Vote: ' 3 Yes, 6 No, 0 Absent

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION 2017-032

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY
MANUAL SECTION IX(D) RELATING TO THE POLICY FOR PRO DING AN
INVOCATION

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough code currently provides f
assembly meetings; and

WHEREAS, the current assembly policy determining wh
assembly meetings has caused divisions in our
the borough; and

WHEREAS, amending the policy that determines who can,
borough taxpayers’ money espegi uring tfus time of economic difficulties in
Alaska, and reduce divisivene ~ommun1ty, and

WHEREAS,
favor of removing current r
invocation; and

WHEREAS,

D. Invocations.

[1. IT IS THE INTENT OF THE ASSEMBLY TO ALLOW A PRIVATE CITIZEN TO
SOLEMNIZE THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY. IT
IS THE POLICY OF THE ASSEMBLY TO ALLOW FOR AN INVOCATION, WHICH MAY
INCLUDE A SHORT PRAYER OR A SOLEMNIZING MESSAGE, TO BE OFFERED AT THE
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BEGINNING OF ITS MEETINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE ASSEMBLY TO ACCOMMODATE
THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THE PUBLIC OFFICIALS. D

2. NO MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE ASSEMBLY OR ANY OTHER PERSON
IN ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING SHALL BE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY
PRAYER OR SOLEMNIZING MESSAGE THAT IS OFFERED AND SUCH DECISION SHALL
HAVE NO IMPACT ON THE ABILITY OF THE PERSON TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE
BUSINESS OF THE ASSEMBLY.

3. NO MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE ASSEMBLY,
PUBLIC TO STAND, BOW, OR IN ANY WAY PARTICIPATE IN THE PRAYERS MAKE‘%UBLIC
NOTE OF A PERSON’S PRESENCE OR ABSENCE, ATTENTION OR.IN: ENTION DURING
THE INVOCATION, OR INDICATE THAT DECISIONS OF THE ASSEMBL WILL IN ANY WAY
BE INFLUENCED BY A PERSON’S ACQUIESCENCE IN PRAYER 0] 'PORTUNITY

A.
PAGE THAT ALLR R 18lC . ATIONS WITH AN ESTABLISHED PRESENCE D
IN THE KENAI PENINSU ’A BOROUGH THAT REGULARLY MEET FOR THE

HAT;THE AUTHORIZED LEADER OF ANY SUCH ASSOCIATION OR
‘ CHAPLAIN (CAN SUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST TO PROVIDE AN INVOCATION TO
/ BOROUGH CLERK. AN ADDITIONAL PRINTED NOTICE CONTAINING THIS
I FORMATION SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC DURING
"ASSEMBLY MEETINGS AND AT THE CLERK’S OFFICE.

B. THE BOROUGH CLERK SHALL COMPILE AND MAINTAIN A DATABASE
(THE “ASSOCIATIONS LIST”) OF THE QUALIFYING ASSOCIATIONS AND
CHAPLAINS WHO HAVE SUBMITTED SUCH A WRITTEN REQUEST (HEREINAFTER
REFERRED TO AS A “RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION™).

C. THE POLICY IS INTENDED TO BE AND SHALL BE APPLIED IN A WAY
THAT IS ALL-INCLUSIVE OF EVERY DIVERSE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION SERVING
THE RESIDENTS OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH. THE ASSOCIATION D
LIST IS COMPILED AND USED FOR PURPOSES OF LOGISTICS, EFFICIENCY, AND
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF THE COMMUNITY’S RELIGIOUS LEADERS,
WHO MAY THEMSELVES CHOOSE WHETHER TO RESPOND TO THE ASSEMBLY’S
INVITATION AND PARTICIPATE. SHOULD A QUESTION ARISE AS TO THE
AUTHENTICITY OF A RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, THE ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
SHALL MAKE THE DECISION BY REFERRING TO THE CRITERIA USED BY THE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE IN ITS DETERMINATION OF THOSE
ORGANIZATIONS THAT WOULD LEGITIMATELY QUALIFY FOR LR.C.
§501(C)(3) TAX-EXEMPT STATUS. ‘

E. IN THE EVENT AN ELIGIBLE
ASSOCIATION SERVING THE LOCAL CO

TING THE ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT MAY AUTHORIZE AN
R TO PROVIDE THE INVOCATION. ]

ly the following guidelines to an individual

invocation with the following or similar
acknowledgement: “With the deepest respect for the religious beliefs of all
““borough residents, I offer the following.”

b. If praying to a specific deity by name, please do not ask that others pray
with you to that specific deity.

c. If you ask others to pray with you, please do not invoke the name of any
specific deity.

d. Please be sure the prayers are free from personal political views, sectarian
controversy, intimation pertaining to borough policy and absent of any
apologies for others.
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e. Please limit the prayer to 90 seconds or less.

f. Please submit a copy of the prayer in written form to the borough clerk’s
office after you have presented it so that it may be entered into assembly

meeting minutes.

2. [5.] No invocation speaker shall receive compensation forshis or her

service.

ly below the invocation:
begmnzng of the assembly meeting shall

Kelly Cooper, Assembly President

ATTEST:

Johni Blankenship, MMC, Borough Clerk
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Yes: Cooper, Dunne, Schaefer
No: Bagley, Fischer, Hibbert, Holmdahl, Ogle, Welles

Absent: None
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