


“The mission of the Council is to represent the citizens of Cook Inlet in promoting environmentall,
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safe marine transportation and oil facility operations in Cook Inlet.”

forces again. To say now, after 30 years, the regulations are suddenly too burdensome is
fi  rating and warrants a strong response.

P ting this initiative requires a concerted effort from all of us. Please join CIRCAC in
sending a forceful message that Alaskans : not interested in weakening the well-
crafted oil spill protections put in place since the Exxon Valdez. Alaskans are proud of
our reputation as world leaders in oil spill prevention and response. We refuse to revert
to the complacency of the past. Call your legislators, talk to your community's mayors,
assembly and council members, your frier . and neighbors, and ask them to oppose
changes to Alaska's oil spill oversight laws and regulations.

The deadline to comment is January 15, 2020. To submit ¢« me s to the Alaska
Denartment of Environmental Conservation. click
or

About the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council:

After the Exxon Valdez oil spill, Congress enacted the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 that
included, among other things, citizen councils for both Cook Inlet and Prince William
Sound. Congress found that complacency on the part of industry and regulators played a
role in the spill and one way to combat this complacency was to involve the public,
those with the most to lose in the event of a large spill, in decisions that impact the safe
transportation of oil. The Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council has been
carrying out the vision of Congress for nearly 30 years in represe ing citizens to
promote environmentally safe crude oil transportation and produ on in Cook Inlet.
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shifting the burden from oil industry to the people, fish, wildlife, environment, and to the many
industries, as well as cultural practices, which rely on them. A concern voiced by ADEC is that the
regulations governing c-plans are long, making compliance burdensome.* However, the length of the
regulations is to provide details for the wide variety of operations, including crude tankers, non-crude
tankers and barges, crude oil terminals, non-crude terminals, oil and s exploration facilities,
production facilit , pipelines, and railroad tank cars. Many of the details in c-plan regulations were

¢ pted over time to provide guidance and predictability to industry. There is no “one size fits all” plan;
eact anis only as long as it needs to be to include enough details on how prevention and response
actions are to be carried out so that there is no ambiguity. The message the State is currently sending to
Alaskans is clear: the long-term health of Alaska's coastal communities is secondary to the oil industry’s
bottom line.

Public input is needed to strongly oppose any legislative or regulatory changes that would erode oil spill
prevention and response standards, increase the risk of a catastrophic spill, or demonstrate a return of
the complacency on the part of the oil industry and regulators that Congress determined to be a primary
cause of the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

We encourage you to make public comment in support of strong r  ilations
that protect our pristine environment, coastal attractions, unique wildlife,
and healthy fish populations from oil poliution.

Please review the extensive resources available at

tor tfurther details on contingency plans
and the current public scoping process.

How this Impacts Our Communities:

PWSRCAC is concerned about the impact reduced regulations could have on the small, complex
communities we represent in our region, including Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, and Kodiak
Island. We have compiled the following notes to assist individuals and entities in crafting comments for
ADEC that address these particular concerns.

C-plans are the primary document which guarantee that prevention efforts are robust and aligned with
best available technology. Preventing spills is the best way to avoid detrimental impacts on
communities. A detailed c-plan guides effective and timely response to mitigate environmental impacts.
Prevention is key. Response efforts have huge impacts on local towns and villages. The Exxon Valdez oil
spill (EVOS) was a powerful disruptor of small-town life, with impacts to Cordova being particularly well
studied.







