
1 CITY OF HOMER 

2 HOMER, ALASKA 

3 City Manager 

4 RESOLUTION 21-054 

5 

6 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER, ALASKA 

7 EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A JOINT RESOLUTION WITH TH E 

8 KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH FOR THE FEDERAL FUNDING 

9 REQUEST OF $35 MILLION TO MITIGATE THE SPRUCE BARK 

10 BEETLE INFESTATION THAT HAS RESURGED ON THE KENAI 

11 PEN INSU LA. 
12 
13 WHEREAS, In the 1990's over one million acres of forest were impacted by spruce bark 

14 beetle infestation; and 

15 

16 WHEREAS, A resurgence of Spruce Bark Beetle infestation was confirmed in 2019 with 

17 aerial detection surveying showing 150,000 acres of damage; and 

18 

19 WHEREAS, Since 2005 rampant fires have cost taxpayers more than $8 million per year 

20 in direct suppression costs alone; and 

21 
22 WHEREAS, Dead spruce has reduced commercial value and creates dire implications for 
23 fire rise on the Peninsula as seen most recently in the 2019 Swan Lake fire; and 

24 

25 WHEREAS, The Western Beetle Mitigation Forest Crisls Response Federal Fund ing 

26 Request for $35 million to Senator Murkowski from the Kena i P,eninsula Borough (KPB) 
27 identifies project object,ives to mitigate i nfestation and create defensible space across all 

.28 municipal I.ands and provide assistance to residential properties in or along the willdland urban 

29 interface. 

30 

31 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Hom,er, Alaslka hereby 

32 supports a joint res,olution with the Kenai Peninsula Borough for th e :$35 miUion federal 

33 funding request for Sprnce B:a~'.k Beetle mitigation on the Kenai P.eninsul:a. 
34 

35 BE IT FURTHER RESO LVEO that the Mayor is hereby authorized to s ig11 a letter of support 
36 and/or a future joinil: r,esolution supporting the request of the Kenai Peninsul:a Borough to 
37 secu:re funding from the Alaska U.S. Congressional Delegation for spruce b:ark beette 

38 mitigation. 

39 

40 'PASSED ,AND AOOPTEO by the Homer City Council thi s 9'.l!h day of August, l02L 

41 
4.2 

4.3 
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RESOLUTION 21-054 
CITY OF HOM ER 

44 CITY OF HOMER 
45 L~t=_ 46 
47 

48 KEN CASTNER, MAYOR 
49 

50 ATTEST: 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 Fiscal Note: N/A 



uocu::;Ign t:nveIope Iu : UbLl:H· l t: (-\::lt:\::ll:l-41 t:tH:St:4U-Ul:l l 4bUL:JL.;\::IUL.; 

supp011 of the borough's request for federal assistance to address the spruce bark 
beetle forest crisis. 

SECTION 2. That this resolution takes effect immediately upon adoption of the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough Assembly and the City Councils of the City of Homer, Kachemak City, 
City of Kenai, City of Seldovia, City of Seward and the City of Soldotna. 

APPROVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH THIS 
__ DAYOF _______ ,2021. 

Brent Hibbert, Assembly President 
ATTEST: 

Johni Blankenship, MMC, Borough Clerk 

APPROVF;D BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOMER THIS y ~ DAY OF 

~ , 2021. \ ) (:I. I 

~~ - l=A8~~~--
Ken Castner, Mayor 

~ 
Melissa Jacobsen, ~ Clerk 

APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF KACHEMAK CITY THIS 

--------' 2021. 

William Overwa , Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Wendy Wayne, City Clerk 

DAY OF 

APPROVED BY TIIE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENAI THIS __ DAY OF 
2021. -------~ 

ATTEST: 

Joint Resolution o. 2021-002 
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Brian Gabrje) Sr. Mayor 


