
144 North Binkley Street

Soldotna, AK 99669
Kenai Peninsula Borough

Meeting Minutes - Final

Assembly
Ryan Tunseth, President

Kelly Cooper, Vice President

Willy Dunne

Cindy Ecklund

Dale Eicher

Brent Hibbert

Lenora Niesen

Sarge Truesdell

Vacant, District 7

6:00 PM Betty J. Glick Assembly Chambers

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938 

https://yourkpb.zoom.us/j/89716948642?

pwd=fEb3zpJksgh1maera2nn3XZRWIfPat.1

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION

The invocation was given by Frank Alioto, Chaplain for Central Emergency Services.

ROLL CALL

Ryan Tunseth, Kelly Cooper, Willy Dunne, Dale Eicher, Lenora Niesen, and Sarge TruesdellPresent: 6 - 

Cindy EcklundExcused: 1 - 

Also present were:

Peter A. Micciche, Borough Mayor

Brandi Harbaugh, Finance Director

Sean Kelley, Borough Attorney

Michele Turner, Borough Clerk

Sue Ellen Essert, Deputy Borough Clerk

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Assembly President Tunseth stated the Committee of the Whole met and discussed its 

agenda items.

[6 Present: Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Tunseth / 1 Absent: 

Ecklund]

Assembly Member Niesen stated the Finance Committee met and discussed its 
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agenda items.

[6 Present: Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Tunseth / 1 Absent: 

Ecklund]

Assembly Member Dunne stated the Lands Committee met and discussed its agenda 

items.

[6 Present: Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Tunseth / 1 Absent: 

Ecklund]

Assembly Member Truesdell stated the Policies and Procedures Committee met and 

discussed its agenda items. 

[6 Present: Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Tunseth / 1 Absent: 

Ecklund]

VACANCY, DESIGNATION OR SEATING MEMBERS

1. KPB-7933 Appointment of Assembly Member for District 1 - Kalifornsky

[Clerk's Note:  The assembly members cast their vote by ballot.  Borough Clerk 

Michele Turner tallied and read the votes for the record.  Ms. Phillips received 1 

vote cast by Mr. Dunne; Mr. Hibbert received 5 votes cast by Ms. Cooper, Mr. 

Eicher, Ms. Niesen, Mr. Truesdell and Mr. Tunseth; Ms. Mullican received 0 

votes.]

2.      Swear-In Newly Appointed Assembly Member

[Clerk's Note:  Borough Clerk Michele Turner swore in newly appointed 

Assembly Member Hibbert and took a new roll call.]

Ryan Tunseth, Kelly Cooper, Willy Dunne, Dale Eicher, Lenora Niesen, Sarge Truesdell, and Brent 

Hibbert

Present: 7 - 

Cindy EcklundExcused: 1 - 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

Cooper moved to approve the Agenda and Consent Agenda.

Copies have been made available to the public, Borough Clerk Michele Turner noted by title only the 

resolutions, ordinances and other new business items that were on the consent agenda.  Borough Clerk Michele 

Turner noted Ordinance 2026-19-04, Ordinance 2026-27 and Ordinance 2026-28 were updated with 

advisory board recommendations pursuant to KPB 22.40.050(F).

President Tunseth passed the gavel to Vice President Cooper.  He withdrew Ordinance 2026-29 from the 

agenda and added Ordinance 2026-19-04 to the consent agenda.

KPB-7916 August 4, 2026 Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes

approved
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The following public hearing items met the required conditions of KPB 22.40.110 and were added to the 

consent agenda:

2025-19-48 An Ordinance Recording FY2026 Expenditures Paid by the State of 

Alaska Department of Administration, Division of Retirement & 

Benefits on behalf of the Kenai Peninsula Borough toward the 

Borough’s Unfunded PERS Liability (Mayor)

[Clerk’s Note:  Section 2 of Ordinance 2025-19-48 was amended to read, “That 

FY2026 revenue budgets are increased by the following amounts to reflect funds the 

Department of Administration, Division of Retirement & Benefits received on behalf 

of the Kenai Peninsula Borough:

Fund Amount  

General fund  $508,933.00

Nikiski Fire Service Area    153,558.00 

Bear Creek Fire Service Area      15,703.00 

Western Emergency Service Area      72,718.00 

Central Emergency Services    299,279.00 

Kachemak Emergency Service Area      44,339.00 

North Peninsula Recreation Service Area      33,409.00 

Road Service Area      38,205.00 

School Maintenance    217,052.00 

Land Trust      26,922.00 

Seward Bear Creek Flood Service Area        8,254.00 

911 Emergency Communications      89,519.00 

Solid Waste      86,315.00 

Risk Management Fund      22,914.44 

$  1,617,120.44 

Section 3 to read, “That $1,617,120.44 is appropriated to the following accounts:

Account Amount

100-11110-00000-40221 $        493.00 

100-11120-00000-40221      18,787.00 

100-11140-00000-40221        8,769.00 

100-11210-00000-40221      25,543.00 

100-11227-00000-40221      42,561.00 

100-11230-00000-40221      24,054.00 

100-11231-00000-40221      69,774.00 

100-11232-00000-40221      17,301.00 

100-11233-00000-40221        4,641.00 

100-11235-00000-40221        3,857.00 

100-11250-00000-40221      18,761.00 

Page 3Kenai Peninsula Borough Printed on 9/2/2026

https://kpb.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=31923


August 18, 2026Assembly Meeting Minutes - Final

100-11310-00000-40221      29,749.00 

100-11410-00000-40221      19,563.00 

100-11430-00000-40221      34,577.00 

100-11440-00000-40221      24,776.00 

100-11441-00000-40221      16,084.00 

100-11510-00000-40221      42,002.00 

100-11520-00000-40221      51,648.00 

100-21110-00000-40221      32,817.00 

100-21135-00000-40221      23,176.00 

206-51110-00000-40221    153,558.00 

207-51210-00000-40221      15,703.00 

209-51410-00000-40221      72,718.00 

211-51610-00000-40221    299,279.00 

212-51810-00000-40221      44,339.00 

225-61110-00000-40221      33,409.00 

236-33950-00000-40221      38,205.00 

241-11235-00000-40221        3,856.00 

241-41010-00000-40221    213,196.00 

250-21210-00000-40221      26,922.00 

259-21212-00000-40221        8,254.00 

264-11255-00000-40221      89,519.00 

290-32010-00000-40221      16,384.00 

290-32122-00000-40221      49,726.00 

290-32310-00000-40221      20,205.00 

700-11234-00000-40221      22,914.44 

$1,617,120.44”

This Budget Ordinance was enacted as amended.

2026-19-04 An Ordinance Appropriating Supplemental Funds from the Nikiski 

Senior Service Area Fund to Provide for a Financial Audit of the 

Nikiski Senior Citizens, Inc. for Fiscal Year 2025 (Mayor)

[Clerk's Note:  Assembly Member Niesen declared a conflict as she was a 

Nikiski Senior Citizens, Inc. board member.  Vice President Cooper ruled a 

conflict existed and Ms. Niesen abstained from the discussion and vote.]

This Budget Ordinance was enacted.

Yes: Tunseth, Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Truesdell, and Hibbert6 - 

Excused: Ecklund1 - 

Abstain: Niesen1 - 
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2026-19-05 An Ordinance Appropriating Funds from the General Fund for the 

McNeil Canyon School Waterline Replacement Project (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was enacted.

2026-19-03 An Ordinance Approving a Capital Improvement Project and 

Appropriating Funds from the Central Kenai Peninsula Hospital Service 

Area Plant Replacement and Expansion Fund for Development of 

Central Peninsula Hospital’s Dermatology Clinic (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was enacted.

2026-19-06 An Ordinance Appropriating Grant Funds for a Capital Improvement 

Project at Central Peninsula Landfill (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was enacted.

2026-28 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Certain Parcels Owned by the 

Kenai Peninsula Borough via Live Public Outcry/Simulcast Online 

Auction Followed by a Secondary Online-Only Auction (Mayor)

This Ordinance was enacted.

2026-27 An Ordinance Authorizing the Kenai Peninsula Borough to Enter Into a 

Long-Term Lease Agreement with the City of Seward for Operation 

and Management of a Surplus School Facility in Seward (Mayor)

This Ordinance was enacted.

KPB-7920 KPB-7920: Approving a Right-of-Way Vacation; KPB File 2026-078V 

Submitted By: Dustin and Carly Padrta

Request: Vacate Bangerter Court, Sleep Hollow Subdivision Longmere 

Addition, Plat KN 2023-58, in the Sterling Area 

[Clerk’s Note: At its regular meeting of August 10, 2026, the Planning 

Commission unanimously approved the referenced petition to vacate.]

approved

2026-29 WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR Establishing the Sterling Recreation 

Service Area and Providing for an Appointed Board Subject to Voter 

Approval (Tunseth) (Hearing on 09/01/26)

Ordinance 2026-29 was withdrawn by the sponsor.

Vice President Cooper returned the gavel to President Tunseth.
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Approval of the Agenda and Consent Agenda as amended

President Tunseth called for public comment with none being offered.

The motion to  approve the agenda and consent agenda as amended carried by the following vote:

Yes: Tunseth, Cooper, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, and Hibbert7 - 

Excused: Ecklund1 - 

PRESENTATIONS WITH PRIOR NOTICE

1. KPB-7917 Senator Jesse Bjorkman, Legislative Update (10 minutes)

[Clerk's Note:  Senator Jesse Bjorkman gave a legislative update to the 

Assembly.]

2. KPB-7918 Central Peninsula General Hospital Quarterly Report, Angela Hinnegan, 

Chief Executive Officer (10 minutes)

[Clerk's Note:  Angela Hinnegan, Chief Executive Officer, gave a quarterly 

report to the Assembly.]

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON THE AGENDA

President Tunseth called for public comment with none being offered.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor's Report Cover Memo

KPB-7922 Mayor's Memo

1.      Assembly Requests/Responses - None

2.      Agreements and Contracts

a. KPB-7923 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB27-004 Rocky Ridge 

Operations and Maintenance

b. KPB-7924 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB27-006 FY27 Fire Alarm 

Inspections

c. KPB-7925 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB27-007 Kachemak 

Emergency Services Station #1 Asphalt Paving

d. KPB-7926 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB26-014 Nikiski North Star 
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Elementary Roof Replacement

e. KPB-7927 Authorization to Award a Contract for RFP27-001 Central Peninsula 

Landfill Cell 4 Design

f. KPB-7928 Authorization to Award a Contract for RFP27-003 General Land Sale 

Marketing and Auction Services

3.      Other

a. KPB-7929 Litigation Status Report - FY26 Year End

ITEMS NOT COMPLETED FROM PRIOR AGENDA

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

President Tunseth called for public comment with none being offered.

ASSEMBLY COMMENTS

Assembly Member Truesdell wished students and teachers a great first day of school. 

Mr. Truesdell announced that Soldotna High School vs. Star Valley High School from 

Wyoming, was August 29, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.

Assembly Member Eicher thanked the applicants who applied for the Assembly 

District 1 seat.

Assembly Member Hibbert thanked the Assembly for his appointment and thanked 

the other two applicants, Noelle Phillips and Teresa Mullican, for applying.

Assembly Member Niesen welcomed Assembly Member Hibbert.

Assembly Member Dunne thanked the applicants who applied for the appointment to 

District 1 and congratulated Assembly Member Hibbert. Mr. Dunne stated that he 

attended the Seldovia City Council meeting on August 10, 2026, and the Seldovia 

Recreation Service Area Board meeting on August 11, 2026. Mr. Dunne reminded 

the public that the Kachemak Bay Run for Recovery was August 29, 2026.

Vice President Cooper welcomed Assembly Member Hibbert and thanked all the 

applicants for applying.

President Tunseth congratulated Assembly Member Hibbert. Mr. Tunseth stated that 

he was an election worker last year and that it was a great experience. He 

encouraged others who are interested in becoming election workers to contact the 
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Borough Clerk's Office for more information. Mr. Tunseth thanked staff and the 

Clerk's Office for always being available to assist during meetings.

ASSEMBLY MEETING AND HEARING ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  September 1, 2026 6:00 PM

Regular Assembly Meeting

Betty J. Glick Assembly Chambers

Borough Administration Building

Remote participation available through Zoom

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the assembly, President Tunseth adjourned 

the meeting at 7:46 p.m.

I certify the above represents accurate minutes of the Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Assembly meeting of August 18, 2026.

________________________________________

Michele Turner, MMC, Borough Clerk

Approved by the Assembly: _________________

Page 8Kenai Peninsula Borough Printed on 9/2/2026


