
144 North Binkley Street

Soldotna, AK 99669
Kenai Peninsula Borough

Meeting Minutes - Final

Assembly
Ryan Tunseth, President

Kelly Cooper, Vice President

Nate Berga

Willy Dunne

Cindy Ecklund

Dale Eicher

Brent Hibbert

Lenora Niesen

Sarge Truesdell

6:00 PM Betty J. Glick Assembly Chambers

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938 

https://yourkpb.zoom.us/j/89716948642?

pwd=fEb3zpJksgh1maera2nn3XZRWIfPat.1

Tuesday, September 1, 2026

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION

The invocation was given by Frank Alioto, Chaplain for Central Emergency Services.

ROLL CALL

[Clerk's Note:  Assembly Member Cooper attended via Zoom.]

Ryan Tunseth, Kelly Cooper, Cindy Ecklund, Willy Dunne, Dale Eicher, Lenora Niesen, Sarge 

Truesdell, and Brent Hibbert

Present: 8 - 

Also present were:

Peter A. Micciche, Borough Mayor

Brandi Harbaugh, Finance Director

Sean Kelley, Borough Attorney

Michele Turner, Borough Clerk

Sue Ellen Essert, Deputy Borough Clerk

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Assembly President Tunseth stated the Committee of the Whole met and discussed its 

agenda items.

[7 Present: Cooper (via Zoom), Dunne, Eicher, Hibbert, Niesen, Truesdell, 
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Tunseth / 1 Absent: Ecklund]

Assembly Member Niesen stated the Finance Committee met and discussed its 

agenda items.

[7 Present: Cooper (via Zoom), Dunne, Ecklund, Eicher, Niesen, Tunseth / 1 

Absent: Truesdell]

Assembly Member Ecklund stated the Lands Committee met and discussed its 

agenda items.

[8 Present: Cooper (via Zoom), Dunne, Ecklund, Eicher, Hibbert, Niesen, 

Truesdell, Tunseth]

Assembly Member Truesdell stated the Policies and Procedures Committee met and 

discussed its agenda items. 

[8 Present: Cooper (via Zoom), Dunne, Ecklund, Eicher, Hibbert, Niesen, 

Truesdell, Tunseth]

VACANCY, DESIGNATION OR SEATING MEMBERS

1. KPB-7964 Appointment of Assembly Member for District 7 – Central

2.      Swear-In Newly Appointed Assembly Member

[Clerk's Note:  Borough Clerk Michele Turner swore in newly appointed 

Assembly Member Berga and took a new roll call]

Ryan Tunseth, Kelly Cooper, Cindy Ecklund, Willy Dunne, Dale Eicher, Lenora Niesen, Sarge 

Truesdell, Brent Hibbert, and Nate Berga

Present: 9 - 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA

Niesen moved to approve the agenda and consent agenda.

KPB-7952 August 18, 2026 Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes

NEW BUSINESS

2026-045 A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Execute a Joint Funding 

Agreement with the United States Department of the Interior, United 

States Geological Survey to Cooperatively Maintain the Stream River 

Gages and Gaging Stations (Mayor)

This Resolution was adopted.

2026-19-07 An Ordinance Appropriating Funds from the General Fund for the 911 

Comm Room Air Conditioner Replacement Project (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.
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2026-19-08 An Ordinance Appropriating and Allocating Commercial Passenger 

Vessel Tax Proceeds Received from the State of Alaska to the City of 

Seward and to the City of Homer (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

2026-19-09 An Ordinance Appropriating Supplemental Funds from the Plant 

Replacement and Expansion Fund for the Generator Replacement 

Project at South Peninsula Hospital (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

2026-19-10 An Ordinance Appropriating Funds from the General Fund in Support 

of the 2045 Homer Comprehensive Plan Update (Mayor)

This Budget Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

2026-30 An Ordinance Amending Borough Code, KPB 5.18.900, Regarding 

Sales Tax Definitions (Mayor) (Hearing on 10/06/26)

This Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

2026-31 An Ordinance Amending KPB 2.56.060 to Adopt the Seldovia 

Comprehensive Plan as the Official Comprehensive Plan for that 

Portion of the Borough within the Boundaries of the City of Seldovia  

(Mayor) (Hearing on 10/06/26)

This Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

2026-32 An Ordinance Amending Borough Code, KPB 21.20.300, Regarding 

Motion Procedure in Hearing Officer Appeals (Mayor) (Hearing on 

10/06/26)

This Ordinance was introduced and set for public hearing.

KPB-7961 Approving a Right-of-Way Vacation; KPB File 2026-077V

Submitted By: Peninsula Surveying, Kelly and Kevin Williams and 

Chelsea Montoya

Request: Petition to Vacate a Portion of Odman Street, Right-of-Way 

Map, Plat KN84-115, in the Ninilchik Area 

[Clerk’s Note: At its regular meeting of August 10, 2026, the Planning 

Commission unanimously approved the referenced petition to vacate.]

approved

KPB-7962 Approving a Right-of-Way Vacation; KPB File 2026-035V

Submitted By: Johnson Surveying and Brent and Tami Blumentritt
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Request: Petition to vacate a 10.5-foot rectangle of Knackstedt St 

ROW, around the encroaching cabin from Lot 1 Block 1 College 

Estates Subdivision KN75-109, in the Kalifornsky Area

[Clerk’s Note: At its regular meeting of August 10, 2026, the Planning 

Commission unanimously approved the referenced petition to vacate.]

[Clerk's Note: The title of KPB-7962 was amended to read, “[PETITION TO 

VACATE A 20’ WIDE BY 626’ LONG RIGHT-OF-WAY AND THE 

ASSOCIATED UTILITY EASEMENTS ALONG KNACKSTEDT STREET, IN 

THE KALIFORNSKY AREA] Petition to vacate a 10.5-foot rectangle of 

Knackstedt St ROW, around the encroaching cabin from Lot 1 Block 1 College 

Estates Subdivision KN75-109.”]

approved as amended

Approval of the Agenda and Consent Agenda as Amended

The motion to approve the agenda and consent agenda as amended carried by the following 

vote:

Yes: Tunseth, Cooper, Ecklund, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Hibbert, and Berga9 - 

COMMENDING RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

PRESENTATIONS WITH PRIOR NOTICE

1. KPB-7963 Program Update, Kachemak Bay Recovery Connection, McKenzie 

Parker, Operations Manager (10 minutes)

[Clerk's Note: McKenzie Parker, Operations Manager, gave a presentation to 

the Assembly.]

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON THE AGENDA

President Tunseth called for public comment.

Ben Swank, addressed the Assembly regarding road maintenance and flooding on 

Iliamna Loop.

Tyson Cox, Soldotna, addressed the Assembly regarding assembly term limits.

There being no one else to speak, the public comment period was closed.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor's Report Cover Memo
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KPB-7953 Mayor's Memo

1.      Assembly Requests/Responses - None

2.      Agreements and Contracts

a. KPB-7954 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB27-003 Caribou Crossing 

Capital Improvement Project

b. KPB-7955 Authorization to Award a Contract for ITB27-005 Brown's Cohoe 

Acres Capital Improvement Project

3.      Other

a. KPB-7956 Tax Adjustment Request Approval

b. KPB-7957 Capital Project Reports - June 30, 2026

c. KPB-7958 Revenue-Expenditure Report - July 2026

d. KPB-7959 Budget Revisions - July 2026

ITEMS NOT COMPLETED FROM PRIOR AGENDA

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON ORDINANCES

2026-26 An Ordinance Amending KPB Code, KPB 1.20.100 and KPB 

4.30.010, to Establish Term Limits for School Board Members Subject 

to Voter Approval (Eicher, Tunseth, Mayor, Niesen,)

Truesdell moved to enact Ordinance 2026-26.

President Tunseth called for public comment.

Tyson Cox, Soldotna, spoke in opposition to Ordinance 2026-26.

There being no one else to speak, the public comment period was closed.

Assembly Members Eicher, Niesen and Truesdell spoke in support of Ordinance 

2026-26.

The motion to enact Ordinance 2026-26 carried by the following vote:

Yes: Tunseth, Cooper, Ecklund, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Hibbert, and Berga9 - 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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NEW BUSINESS

3.  Other

KPB-7960 Approving the Proposition Summary to be included in the Voter 

Pamphlet for Proposition No. 1:  Ordinance 2026-26: Establish 

Term Limits for School Board Members (Borough Clerk)

Truesdell moved to approve the proposition summary for Proposition No. 1

President Tunseth called for public comment:

Tyson Cox, Soldotna, questioned the wording of the proposition summary.

There being no one else to speak, the public comment period was closed.

The motion to approve the proposition summary for Proposition No. 1 carried by the 

following vote:

Yes: Tunseth, Cooper, Ecklund, Dunne, Eicher, Niesen, Truesdell, Hibbert, and Berga9 - 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

President Tunseth called for public comment:

Liz Hubbard, Sterling, spoke in support of Ordinance 2026-26.

There being no one else to speak, the public comment period was closed.

ASSEMBLY COMMENTS

Assembly Member Ecklund thanked the public for attending and thanked staff for 

their hard work.

Assembly Member Truesdell stated that Soldotna High School football team played 

Star Valley High School from Afton, Wyoming, on August 29, 2026, and read a 

Facebook post from Star Valley High School coach.

Assembly Member Eicher hoped everyone was enjoying the nice weather and wished 

everyone a good evening.

Assembly Member Berga thanked the Assembly for their hard work.

Assembly Member Hibbert expressed hope that Kenai Peninsula College and Central 

Peninsula Hospital could work together to find ways to increase the number of nursing 

student spots available at the college. Mr. Hibbert thanked Assembly Member Eicher 

for bringing Ordinance 2026-26 forward and thanked the Mayor for cleaning up the 
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highways.

Assembly Member Niesen welcomed Assembly Member Berga. Ms. Niesen stated 

that she attended the North Peninsula Recreation Service Area meeting on August 24, 

2026, and provided a brief report. Ms. Niesen spoke in support of Ordinance 

2026-26.

Assembly Member Dunne welcomed Assembly Member Berga and spoke regarding 

Ordinance 2026-26. Mr. Dunne announced that the next Resilience and Security 

Advisory Commission meeting was September 9, 2026 via Zoom.

Vice President Cooper announced the passing of George Pierce and stated that he 

was dearly missed.

President Tunseth thanked the public for their comments and thanked McKenzie 

Parker for the presentation. Mr. Tunseth welcomed Assembly Member Berga and 

noted that he was always available for questions. Mr. Tunseth announced the passing 

of Scott Griffith and stated that he was greatly missed. 

INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS AND REPORTS

ASSEMBLY MEETING AND HEARING ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  September 15, 2026 6:00 PM

Regular Assembly Meeting

Betty J. Glick Assembly Chambers

Borough Administration Building

Remote participation available through Zoom

Meeting ID: 897 1694 8642 Passcode: 075938

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the assembly, President Tunseth adjourned 

the meeting at 7:58 p.m.

I certify the above represents accurate minutes of the Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Assembly meeting of September 1, 2026.

________________________________________

Michele Turner, MMC, Borough Clerk

Approved by the Assembly: _________________
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